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THAT FREEDOM SHALL NOT PERISH 


Amendment I. Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 


Amendment II. a well-regulated militia being necessary to 
the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. 


Amendment III. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be 


quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in 
time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 


Amendment IV. tie right of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable 
searches and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrants shall 
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons 
or things to be seized. 


Amendment V. No person shall be held to answer for a 
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war 
or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense 
to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in 
any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of 


life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 


Amendment VI. In all criminal prosecutions the accused 
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial 
jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtain-ing witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
assistance of counsel for his defense. 


Amendment VII. im suits at common law, where the 
value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the 
rules of the common law. 


Amendment VIII. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 


Amendment IX. The enumeration in the Constitution, 
of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others 
retained by the people. 


Amendment X. The powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are 
reserved to the states respectively, or to the people. 
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School Shootings 
in Public Schools 


Has it occurred to anyone to ask, “Why are 
school shootings occurring exclusively in 
public schools,” and “Why is this mostly 
occurring in the United States”? 

To answer, things we need to look at 
are the stultifying politically correct cur- 
riculum, an absence of proper role mod- 
els, failure to maintain a classical cur- 
riculum, a growing decline in parental 
involvement (probably the biggest road to 
failure), and teachers and staff with an un- 
clear mission who have minimal authority 
to keep order and discipline. Add to that 
the union interference in school policy. 

Access to firearms exists in other coun- 
tries as well, yet it is here that our public- 
school students obtain and misuse these 
and other weapons in public schools. 

The expectations and measures of disci- 
pline and structure are markedly different 
in many charter and private schools. There 
is usually more parental involvement, as 
well. Would any of the behavior we see 
in our public schools be tolerated in the 
schools of most other nations? 

Isn’t it time we confronted the real el- 
ephants in the room? 

WILLIAM F, HINESER, DPM 
Arvada, Colorado 


Talking Transgenderism 
and Normalizing Sexual 
Dysfunction 


In a summary conclusion of 100-plus 
studies on transgenderism, the Aggressive 
Research Intelligence Facility (England), 
which conducts reviews of healthcare 
treatments for the National Health Ser- 
vice, concluded that none of the studies 
provides conclusive evidence that gender 
reassignment is beneficial for patients. 
It found that most research was poorly 
designed, which skewed the results in 
favor of physically 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


changing sex. There was no evaluation of 
whether other treatments, such as long- 
term counseling, might help transsexuals, 
or whether their gender confusion might 
lessen over time. Yet the Left ignores 
facts, which is a recurring theme. 

I was present in San Francisco in about 
1966 when the newly energized radical 
progressive Left delivered its epiphany: 
All things homosexual are perfectly nor- 
mal, and anyone who resists this dictum 
shall be destroyed! The threat was real 
enough that a// medical practitioners who 
were delivering treatment/psychiatric 
counseling to patients with addiction dis- 
orders (alcohol, drug, homosexual, etc.), 
immediately ceased treating homosexuals. 

Many homosexuals receiving treat- 
ment suffered great loss, with fathers and 
mothers losing their families, etc. Without 
regular “maintenance treatment,” they 
succumbed to their addiction. As I recall, 
the recidivism rate for former homosexu- 
als was nearly identical to that of alcohol- 
ics and drug addicts. Regular maintenance 
therapy was essential. 

Removing treatment, followed by sham- 
ing/cajoling homosexuals into “coming 
out of the closet,” has brought horrific suf- 
fering upon this community of generally 
private/quiet/good/kind/generous/loving 
people. 

The study on transgenders is the first 
one I know of that’s shed some light 
on transgenders’ situation, and hints at 
the possibility that treatment/psychiat- 
ric counseling could help those who so 
choose a pathway to living a more tradi- 
tional, family-centered lifestyle. 

GLEN C. SIMMONS 
San Clemente, California 


CORRECTION: In the cover story “The 
Opioid Epidemic” in our May 7 issue, 
we indicated that Dr. Punyamurtula 


Kishore had accepted a plea bargain 
while in prison. He accepted the plea 
bargain prior to his incarceration. 
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ISIS Joining African Militants to Promote Migration to Europe 


David Beasley, a former governor of South Carolina who is now 
the executive director of the UN World Food Programme, said 
that ISIS commanders fleeing Syria are conspiring with extremist 
groups in Africa to take control of a new migration wave that will 
send jihadists to Europe. Beasley made his statement to reporters 
during an April 24-25 conference in Brussels to discuss aid for 
people affected by the war in Syria. 

Beasley was quoted by the British Guardian newspaper: “You 
are going to face a similar pattern of what took place years ago, 
except you are going to have more ISIS and extremist groups 
infiltrating migration.” 

“What we are picking up is that they are partnering with the 
extremist groups like Boko Haram and al-Qaida to divvy up ter- 
ritory and resources and to continue to infiltrate and destabilize 
in the hope of creating migration into Europe where they can 
infiltrate and cause chaos.” 

“My comment to the Europeans is that if you think you had a 
problem resulting from a nation of 20 million people like Syria 
because of destabilization and conflict resulting in migration, 
wait until the greater Sahel region of 500 million people is fur- 
ther destabilized. And this is where the European community and 
international community has got to wake up.” 

As the head of the UN’s food program, Beasley focused on the 
use of food by displaced ISIS leaders and their allied African ter- 


rorist groups as a recruitment tool and a vehicle to push millions 
of Africans toward Europe. 

Britain’s Daily Mail quoted Beasley’s statement that the World 
Food Programme sees food as “a weapon of peace, as a weapon 
of reconciliation, as a weapon for sustainable development.” 

Humanitarian assistance, preferably through private charities, 
is always commendable. But that aid is unlikely to deter mass 
migration to Europe, so EU nations must be prepared to secure 
their borders, as should the United States. 


Unemployment Rate at 50-year Low 


Unemployment claims for the week ending April 21 fell to new 
lows, according to the Department of Labor. On April 26 it re- 
ported that new claims fell to 209,000, far below forecasters’ 
expectations of 230,000. It also was the 24th week of jobless 
claims of fewer than 250,000, and the 164th straight week of 
claims below 300,000. 

The last time jobless claims were this low was nearly 50 years 
ago, when the country’s labor force was just 153 million, com- 
pared to today’s workforce of 162 million. Not only is the latest 
report from the Labor Department impressive, reflecting a vibrant 


and dynamic labor market, it’s even better when viewed through 
the lens of a smaller total labor market back then. 

At the bottom of the Great Recession, the economy was shed- 
ding jobs at such a rate that jobless claims exceeded 650,000 a 
week in late 2009, with the unemployment rate exceeding 10 
percent. Today the unemployment rate is 4.1 percent, and is ex- 
pected to drop even further. 

The economy has been adding new jobs at more than 200,000 
a month this year, compared to 181,000 new jobs last year, the 
first year of the Trump administration. Optimists expect new jobs 
growth to continue strongly into his second year and thereafter, 
thanks largely to deregulation and tax reform. 

Despite the robust growth of the economy, there are still 6.5 
million people unemployed — people who could work but either 
don’t want to or can’t. But at some point, perhaps when welfare 
checks are linked to work (as in Maine where new rules have more 
than halved the welfare rolls after the state implemented work re- 
quirements to get a check), many of those on the sidelines will de- 
cide they can do better working and earning rather than receiving. 

For example, if the unemployment rate drops from 4.1 percent 
to 3.5 percent, as some are predicting, that means that nearly a 
million new workers are expected to enter the workforce over the 
next several months. 

The latest report from the Labor Department is just about as 
close as one can get to unblemished good news. 


Foreign Affairs Calls Trump Racist, Sexist, and Authoritarian 


The May/June 2018 edition of Foreign Af 
fairs, the official publication of the globalist 
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), fea- 
tured a series of articles themed “Is Democ- 
racy Dying?” While the authors of the articles 
do not reach any conclusion to their question, 
they do make it quite clear that they view 
President Donald Trump as an impediment 
to the type of society they want for our world. 

In the May/June 2018 issue, Walter Rus- 
sell Mead laments the recent election returns 
in the United Kingdom (Brexit), Hungary, 
Poland, and Italy (with rising opposition to 
uncontrolled immigration and the consolida- 
tion of Europe). He also criticizes the Trump 
administration, which seeks “to take U.S. 
policy in new directions.” 

Ronald Inglehurt’s article “The Age of 
Insecurity” is even more blunt: “Over the 
past decade, many marginally democratic countries have be- 
come increasingly authoritarian. And authoritarian, xenophobic 
populist movements have grown strong enough to threaten de- 
mocracy’s long-term health in several rich, established democ- 
racies, including France, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, 
the United Kingdom, and the United States.” 

While Inglehurt insinuates that anti-immigration politicians in 


AP ne 


places such as Hungary, France, Italy, 
and Poland are only a step or two re- 
moved from Adolf Hitler, he reserves 
most of his salvos for Trump, declar- 
ing, “In the 2016 U.S. presidential 
election, the Republican candidate 
Donald Trump campaigned on a plat- 
form of xenophobia and sympathy 
toward authoritarianism.” Inglehurt 
argues that Trump campaigned as “an 
openly racist, sexist, authoritarian, 
and xenophobic candidate,” who “ran 
against Hillary Clinton, a liberal.” 

What can be done about all this? 
Inglehurt’s solution is more govern- 
ment. “Whether this latest demo- 
cratic setback proves permanent will 
depend on whether societies address 
these problems, which will require 
government intervention,” he asserted. 

Foreign Affairs offers readers a steady diet of big government 
and globalism while it claims to “tolerate wide differences of 
opinion” and that it “will not represent any consensus of belief.” 
Perhaps in the next issue, it will publish an article warning read- 
ers of the dangers of big government, globalism, and unchecked 
immigration. But we sincerely doubt it. 


Petition Effort to Admit White South Africans Grows 


The recent 241-83 vote by the South African Parliament to simply 
take land away from white farmers because they are white, with- 
out compensation, has awakened many citizens in other countries 
to the potential genocide facing the white population of South Af- 
rica. Petition efforts have begun in Europe and the United States 
to allow the country’s four and a half million white citizens to 
seek humanitarian asylum. 

Not surprisingly, the response of the increasingly totalitarian 
South African government to such efforts is to charge “racism.” 
Apparently, remarks by Marxist Julius Malema of the Economic 
Freedom Fighters (EFF) party, who has called white South Af- 
ricans “criminals,” who “stole” the land, and has said that he is 
“not calling for the slaughter of white people — at least for now,” 
are not racist. 

Thus far, more than 12,000 Americans have signed a petition 
asking President Trump to allow South African whites to emigrate 
to America. Another petition, asking European Union President 
Jean-Claude Juncker, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, and 
British Prime Minister Theresa May to allow white South A fri- 
cans into Europe, has already garnered almost 17,000 signatures. 

The U.S. petition can be accessed online, and it asks Trump to 
“take the steps necessary to initiate an emergency immigration 
plan allowing white Boers to come to the United States.” 


Australian Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton openly advo- 
cated in March that his country allow the Boers to seek asylum 
in his country. “We want people who want to come here, abide 
by our laws, integrate into our society, work hard, not lead a life 
on welfare. And I think these people deserve special attention and 
we’re certainly applying that special attention now.” 

But because there is some concern that European countries 
and the United States might not be willing to accept Boers owing 
to domestic politics (e.g., there is little doubt that an announce- 
ment by President Trump that he was going to admit white South 
Africans would precipitate immediate claims of racism), some 
Boer political leaders have proposed secession as the solution. Hi 
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Air Strikes Against Syria Deemed Acceptable by President 

“The French, the United Kingdom, the United States, we worked together 

to maintain the prohibition on the use of chemical weapons. We did what 

we believe was right under international law, under our nation’s laws.” 

Secretary of Defense James Mattis tried but failed to get President Trump 

to secure congressional approval for the mid-April air strikes against 

Syria. Once the action had been taken, he Mattis proclaimed that it was 

constitutionally acceptable. Constitutional scholars claimed that the raid 

could not be justified without a formal declaration of war by Congress. 
James 

Parents Sue North Korea Over Son’s Death pte 

“Otto was blind and deaf. He had a shaved head, a feeding tube coming 

out of his nose, was jerking violently and howling, and was completely unresponsive to any efforts to 

comfort him.” 

Fred and Cindy Warmbier, parents of a victim of North Korean-style justice, explained in their suit 

how they found their son after he arrived home in Ohio after 17 months of incarceration for a college- 

style prank in North Korea. Only 22 years old, Otto Warmbier passed away shortly after being returned 

to the United States. 
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National Debt Continues Dramatic Rise 

“The debt of the federal government has increased $1.2 trillion since mid- 
April 2017 and the corresponding Tax Day one year later.” 

As reported by the Daily Treasury Statement, federal indebtedness con- 
tinues to climb dramatically. 


Law Allowing Deportation of Immigrant Criminals Struck Down 

“Vague laws invite arbitrary power.” 

So stated Justice Neil Gorsuch, who sided with his liberal colleagues 

Neil in voiding a law permitting deportation of immigrants who commit seri- 

Gorsuch ous crimes. In Gorsuch case, his rationale was the vague definition of 
“serious crimes.” 
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South Korean Leader Suggests Nobel Peace Prize for Trump 

“Tt’s really President Trump who should receive it.” 

South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in is far from alone in suggesting that President Trump receive the 
award for his work in getting the leaders in both Koreas to meet. 


He Resists Being Labeled a Hero for His Heroic Deed 

“[’m not a hero. I’m just a regular guy. I just wanted to live.” 

He forcibly took a rifle away from a man who had already killed four. By acting swiftly and bravely, 
James Shaw, Jr. kept the number of fatalities down when there could have been many more. 


U.S. Attack on Syria Merits Impeachment 
“President Trump’s recent attack on Syria — a country which has not attacked the U.S. (and in fact is 
incapable of attacking the U.S.) and poses no threat — was immoral, illegal and unconstitutional. It 
therefore reached the threshold of high crimes and misdemeanors.” 
Writing in his Personal Liberty Digest, Bob Livingston further claims 
that House Speaker Paul Ryan and Senate Leader Mitch McConnell 
should similarly be removed from office. 


Democrats Sue Trump; Republicans Respond With Fiery Comeback 

“The DNC move is a sham lawsuit about a bogus Russian claim filed by 

a desperate, dysfunctional and nearly insolvent Democratic Party.” 

The digital media director for President Trump's 2020 reelection bid, 

Brad Parscale, insisted that the Democratic National Committee had 

sunk to a new low “to raise money.” Brad 
— CompILeD BY JoHN F. McManus (gee 
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President Trump, Democrats, and Republicans have big plans with your taxes (and your 
children’s future payments) to fund the military, welfare programs, roads, abortions, etc. 
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by Charles Scaliger 


n Monday, February 12, the 
Trump administration unveiled 
a $1.5 trillion plan to upgrade 


and improve America’s sagging infra- 
structure. Although the term “infrastruc- 
ture” dates from the 1930s, it was the 
Clinton administration that turned it into 
a household term denoting the sum of 
systems that allow a complex society to 
operate efficiently. Key elements in our 
infrastructure — roads, bridges, railways, 
telephone lines, fiber optic cables, and so 
forth — have become staples of political 
discussion ever since, with both parties 
vying to be the Party of Infrastructure. 

In recent years, collapsing bridges, de- 
teriorating streets and highways, and an 
aging, outage-prone power grid have all 
drawn attention to the decline of our once- 
robust infrastructure. Highways that once 
glistened with new asphalt are now over- 
crowded and underfunded, resulting in pot- 
holed interstates and crumbling overpasses. 
An electrical grid for which power outages 
were almost unknown now seems much 
more vulnerable to storms and heat waves. 
And the problems continue to multiply, as 
government funds once used to keep the in- 
frastructure state-of-the art are diverted to 
other, less-essential uses in the interest of 
the ever-expanding welfare state. 

Put simply, government is struggling 
to figure out how to afford infrastructure 
maintenance. In an age where govern- 
ment is also expected to take care of mil- 
lions enjoying various welfare benefits 
and to spend vast sums maintaining a 
military used not merely for national de- 
fense but for “peacekeeping” missions all 
over the world that have more to do with 
defending foreign borders than our own, 
there simply isn’t enough left to spend 
on keeping the roads and communica- 
tion systems in proper repair — let alone 
build more of them. 

Then came the Trump budget plan, 
which, as is customary, Congress cor- 
dially ignored while preparing its own 
spending bill, the latest in a long series 
of seat-of-the-pants bills, ill-considered 
stopgaps that have propelled the national 
debt higher and higher as annual budgets 
and spending caps become ever-more- 
distant memories. Whereas Trump’s 
budget proposal contemplated a number 
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In recent years, collapsing bridges, deteriorating 
streets and highways, and an aging, outage-prone 
power grid have all drawn attention to the decline of 
our once-robust infrastructure. 


of significant cuts in Big Government 
programs of dubious constitutional legiti- 
macy, such as elimination of the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, and the 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program, the omnibus spending proposal 
ultimately passed by Congress kept them 
all, and much more besides. 

To the consternation of many of his 
supporters, President Trump, on March 
23 after threatening a veto, signed the lat- 
est omnibus spending bill, a 2,232-page, 
$1.3 trillion monstrosity, even though it 
contained no funding for his proposed 
border wall and ran roughshod over most 
of his other budgetary priorities. That 
majorities in both parties have no ap- 
petite for border protection has become 
painfully obvious; that they also have no 
sense of fiscal restraint left, and are bent 
on spending the country into bankruptcy, 


should be of grave concern to any citizen 
interested in seeing America survive the 
21st century. 


Allowed Versus Disallowed Spending 

Amid all the rancorous debate over 
border walls, infrastructure, military 
spending, and the many other bones of 
contention, one perspective has been con- 
spicuous for its absence: What types of 
government spending are constitutional? 
The answer is surprisingly straightfor- 
ward: All spending for government ac- 
tivities authorized by the Constitution 
are legitimate (regardless of whether or 
not they are deemed prudent or impru- 
dent on other grounds). Democrats and 
leftists of all stripes, for example, love to 
vilify military spending, and to point out 
what a gargantuan piece of the budgetary 
pie is accounted for in such spending. Yet 
military spending per se is clearly consti- 


Spend, spend: After threatening to veto the $1.3 trillion omnibus spending bill produced by 
Congress, President Trump signed it anyway — even though it massively increased spending in 
many areas where the Trump budget proposed cuts, and allocated no money for the border wall. 
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Policing the world: U.S. military vehicles in Gdansk, Poland, shortly after being unloaded. The 
U.S. military has recently beefed up its presence in Poland to defend it against Russia. Scenarios 
such as this are playing out constantly, all over the globe, as the United States continues to spend 
blood and treasure policing the world. 


tutional, even if many of the activities of 
the U.S. military, including involvement 
in undeclared wars all over the world, are 
not. The 12th and 13th clauses in Article 
I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution spell 
out Congress’ authority over military 
spending in the following terms: 


Congress shall have the power 
... [t]o raise and support Armies, 
but no Appropriation of Money to 
that Use shall be for a longer Term 
than two Years; [and] To provide and 
maintain a Navy. 


Quite another question is: Must we main- 
tain our military posture, with military 
bases all over the world, from Japan and 
Germany, to Qatar, Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Turkey, and many other countries? Much 
of America’s modern global military- 
industrial complex was erected by men 
and organizations hostile to America’s 


interests as defined by the Founding Fa- 
thers, George Washington perhaps most 
conspicuously. Rather than perceiving the 
American military as a national defense 
force, as the Founders all intended, and 
supporting America’s longstanding policy 
of non-intervention, elite postwar planners 
such as John Foster Dulles and George 
Marshall in effect committed America to 
being the guarantor of worldwide peace, 
stability, and economic prosperity in per- 
petuum. Postwar America is thus tasked 
with keeping Japan, Europe, the Middle 
East, the Korean Peninsula, and, increas- 
ingly, other far-flung regions such as East 
Africa and Central Asia, garrisoned and 
secure from whatever bugbears of the 
day are deemed dangers to world peace. 
Where once the Soviet and Chinese com- 
munist menaces were used to justify a 
policy of containment, so now the open- 
ended War on Terror is used as a rationale 
for keeping alive Cold War alliances such 


President Trump, on March 23 after threatening a veto, 
signed the latest omnibus spending bill, a 2,232-page, 
$1.3 trillion monstrosity, even though it contained 

no funding for his proposed border wall and ran 
roughshod over most of his other budgetary priorities. 
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as NATO and ANZUS, and for continuing 
to maintain bases in East Asia and Europe 
that were supposedly built to contain a So- 
viet Union that no longer exists. 

It is beyond the scope of this article 
to examine to what degree our military 
spending may be allocated to functions 
that have nothing to do with national de- 
fense. But it is worth pointing out that, 
insofar as U.S. military spending is con- 
sistently higher than that of the next eight 
largest militaries combined, including 
such formidable adversaries as Russia and 
China, there is little doubt that the alleg- 
edly dire predicament of the U.S. military 
and its readiness to defeat potential ene- 
mies are greatly exaggerated for political 
reasons whenever it comes time to divvy 
up the latest budgetary pie. And it’s worth 
noting that few Americans nowadays are 
clamoring for more money to be spent on 
unwinnable wars and interventionism — 
President Trump’s “America first” rheto- 
ric was a large part of the reason he got 
elected — making this an area where gov- 
ernment spending can be cut without the 
sort of political resistance to be encoun- 
tered in other budgetary concerns, such as 
trimming welfare-state spending. 


War and a Wall 

The latest $1.3 trillion spending package, 
which President Trump reluctantly signed 
into law, authorizes military spending to 
rise by another $80 billion over previous 
levels, and includes $144 billion on mili- 
tary hardware, much of which will end up 
being deployed to protect the Iraqi and 
Afghan homelands, among others, rather 
than our own. This in and of itself is objec- 
tionable, but the bill further refuses to fund 
any portion of President Trump’s border 
wall, a federal project clearly defensible 
not only on grounds of constitutionality 
but also prudence. Moreover, the bill sets 
a limit on the number of illegal immigrants 
ICE can have in detention by the end of 
September — 40,354. Unless repealed, 
this provision will kneecap Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement in its newly 
invigorated drive to round up illegals and 
deport them — exactly as Democrats in- 
tend it to do. 

In President Trump’s efforts to secure 
our southern border, we at last have a de- 
fense program that unambiguously seeks 
to safeguard the American homeland by 
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defending our national borders, and Con- 
gress will have none of it. The spending 
bill does earmark $1.6 billion for border 
protection, but stipulates that it must be 
used only for such secondary enhance- 
ments as pedestrian [add: walkways and 
replacement fencing — not for any new 
wall construction. This guarantees that 
large portions of the U.S. border, includ- 
ing significant stretches of remote border- 
land in Arizona and Texas, will remain 
wide open for drug and human traffickers 
to continue to smuggle their products into 
the United States, to the consternation of 
the millions of law-abiding Americans, 
including this writer, who live within 100 
miles of our border with Mexico. 

What’s more, President Trump’s propos- 
al to defund “sanctuary cities” that openly 
defy federal immigration laws was left out 
of the bill, though, in point of fact, every 
American city and municipality receiving 
illicit monies from the federal government 
should be defunded, and refractory “sanctu- 
ary cities” dealt with by other means — the 
arrest and trial of magistrates who refuse to 
obey federal laws, for example. 

For all the obvious political gamesman- 
ship and nefarious agendas, at least fund- 
ing for the military and border protection 
pass constitutional muster. The same can- 
not be said of huge amounts of the rest of 
the latest spending bill, as well as — in 
some instances — President Trump’s orig- 
inal budgetary proposal. For one thing, 
the oft-maligned but seemingly immortal 
National Endowment for the Arts and Na- 
tional Endowment for the Humanities — 
each of which President Trump proposed 
eliminating altogether — both see an in- 
crease in budget of $3 million, to $152.8 
million apiece. Moreover, both National 
Public Radio and PBS will have their bud- 
gets unchanged, with the latter continuing 
to rake in $465 million annually. All this, 
despite the fairly obvious fact that none 
of these organizations are even remotely 
contemplated in the Constitution’s list 
of delegated powers found in Article I, 
Section 8. These items are important to 
Democrats, of course, because all of these 
programs — from news venues such as 
NPR’s All Things Considered to federally 
subsidized artists such as the late Robert 
Mapplethorpe — can be relied upon to 
produce material in support of the radical 
Left’s political and social agendas. 
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Another sensitive budget item in recent 
years has been the tens of billions of dol- 
lars in foreign aid that the U.S. govern- 
ment lavishes annually on the rest of the 
world, including many of the most corrupt 
governments in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. Both Candidate and President 
Trump expressed strong opposition to 
foreign aid. The Swamp, meanwhile, has 
expressed indignation that Trump would 
dare question a cherished institution of 
global welfarism that has been siphoning 
huge sums of money from the American 
taxpayer since the days of the Marshall 
Plan at the end of World War I. And in the 
end, the Swamp chalked up another win. 
The latest stopgap spending bill included 
$54 billion for what Washington insiders 
euphemistically call “foreign affairs pro- 
grams,” a figure only slightly less than 
traditional levels. Crowed Liz Schrayer, 
president and CEO of the U.S. Global 
Leadership Coalition, “Congress is on the 
record once again saying that America 
can’t afford to withdraw from the world.” 
The unconstitutional foreign aid gravy 
train continues unhampered. 

President Trump’s original budget pro- 
posal contemplated defunding Planned 
Parenthood, but the omnibus spending 
bill awarded a whopping $500 million to 
the nation’s largest abortion provider. Un- 
less Republicans in Congress and Presi- 


dent Trump miraculously grow spines, the 
murder of the unborn will continue to be 
subsidized by U.S. taxpayers for the fore- 
seeable future. 


The Spending Road to Reelection 

One of President Trump’s major initia- 
tives since the hustings has been the need 
to rebuild America’s sagging infrastruc- 
ture. Those of us in the over-40 crowd re- 
member an America of decades past that 
featured gleaming new freeways. That 
included a then-new interstate highway 
system with thousands of miles of smooth, 
four-lane highways that, except around the 
largest cities, allowed drivers both com- 
mercial and private to whiz across the 
country unhampered by the construction 
zones, traffic lights, and congested traf- 
fic that made mid-century cross-country 
travel along old two-lane highways a gru- 
eling ordeal. But today’s interstates have 
become, in large swaths of the country, 
as crowded as city boulevards, and are 
crippled by constant construction and 
aging surfaces that are turning interstate 
driving into a dreaded prospect. Interstate 
80, northern America’s greatest east-west 
freeway, once permitted almost effortless 
driving west of the Delaware River. Today, 
the interstate is under constant construc- 
tion in much of Pennsylvania and the 
Midwest, and traffic is almost bumper to 


Defiance: President Trump continues to face the lawless behavior of “sanctuary cities,” all of 
which are liberal Democratic strongholds determined to continue the flow of illegal aliens — who 
can be depended on to support the liberal agenda. Yet the new omnibus spending bill ignored 
Trump’s calls to defund sanctuary cities. 
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bumper, especially in the summertime and 
during holiday travel season, from New 
York City to the Mississippi River. 

And it isn’t only the freeways that are 
aging. The electrical grid is becoming more 
and more vulnerable to outages, many rail- 
road and highway bridges are in varying 
states of dilapidation, and once-sturdy rail- 
roads are beginning to show their age. 

It is worth asking whether infrastructure 
spending passes constitutional muster at 
all. The answer would be: It depends on 
what type of infrastructure. A plausible 
case might be made for federal spending 
on the maintenance of interstate highways 
and railroads under the interstate com- 
merce clause (the third clause in Article 
I, Section 8). But the use of federal funds 
for state and local infrastructure — as 
was done under the Obama stimulus bill, 
which spent billions of dollars subsidizing 
“shovel-ready” road and bridge repair all 
across the country — is not countenanced 
by the Constitution. Yet the 2018 omni- 
bus spending bill continues this noxious 
legacy of Great Recession-era stimulus by 
tripling the budget of the Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic Recov- 
ery (TIGER) from $500 million to $1.5 
billion! In fairness to President Trump, 
his original budget proposal would have 
terminated this outdated boondoggle. But 
in the end, the president chose to sign a 
spending bill that perpetuated yet another 
Obama-era program that has contributed 
mightily to our towering national debt and 
to the expansion of federal government in- 
volvement in almost every aspect of state 
and local government. 

Meanwhile, the nation’s airports also 
received a hefty boost in spending thanks 
to a 30-percent increase in funding for 
the Airport Improvement Program (AIP), 
from $2.35 billion to $3.35 billion. As 
with interstate highways and railroads, 
an interstate commerce-based argument 
might justify the constitutionality of at 
least some federal government spending 
on hub airports. But the AIP has tradi- 
tionally been heavily skewed in favor of 
small, local airports, furnishing yet anoth- 
er dubious pretext for federal involvement 
in what should be state and local concerns, 
and under the all-encompassing justifica- 
tion of infrastructure. As was pointed out 
in a recent article published by the Heri- 
tage Foundation: 
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Though the 60 largest airports carry 
88 percent of taxpaying passengers, 
they receive only 27 percent of AIP 
funding. The lion’s share of federal 
AIP funding is directed to airports 
that serve few people. The omnibus 
will likely exacerbate this inequity 
as it requires the Secretary of Trans- 
portation to prioritize non-primary 
airports (small airports) in rural 
areas when considering how to allo- 
cate the additional $1 billion. This is 
hugely counterproductive given that 
the largest airports are those with the 
greatest capital needs. 


In addition, the omnibus spending bill 
maintains or expands a number of other 
programs designed to inject federal mon- 
ies and oversight into local transportation 
issues of every conceivable stripe. The lit- 
tle-known Capital Investment Grants pro- 
gram, which provides funding and over- 
sight for projects as diverse as commuter 
rail lines, street cars, and city bus lines (all 
of them, and many others besides, local, 
not interstate), received a 10-percent in- 
crease in funding, to $2.4 billion. The 
Federal Transit Administration received a 
nine-percent increase in funding, to $9.7 
billion — this, for formula grants that are 
directed exclusively to local transporta- 


tion, including city bus and trolley lines, 
ferry services, light and commuter rail 
systems, and subways, none of which are 
remotely related to interstate commerce. 

Over at the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, the 44-year-old 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program, also dedicated to city and local 
building and other development projects, 
had its budget almost doubled — from 
$2.8 billion to $5.2 billion, even though 
President Trump’s earlier budget proposal 
had targeted the program for elimination. 

In a word, a very large part of the much- 
touted infrastructure component of the 
new omnibus spending bill is allocated to 
grants and make-work projects that should 
be paid for by state and local tax monies, 
if at all. 


ObamaCare’s Ailments 

When President Trump was elected 
alongside a GOP-controlled Congress, 
hopes ran high that America’s foray into 
full-blown socialized medicine, Obama- 
Care, would soon be terminated, per 
Candidate Trump’s vociferous campaign 
promises. President Trump has been no 
less a critic of the grotesquely misnamed 
Affordable Care Act, but Republicans in 
Congress have so far refused to repeal it, 
despite years of campaign promises. Yet 


Things fall apart: America’s sagging infrastructure is failing because so much state and federal 
money is allocated to welfarism and other liberal conceits. Not all proposed infrastructure repairs 
should issue from the federal government, yet states and local municipalities have come to 
expect handouts for projects such as local bus lines, bridges, and commuter rail systems. 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ MAY 21, 2018 


ironically, one area in which the other- 
wise deplorable spending bill is a signifi- 
cant improvement over the Trump budget 
proposal is in its treatment of ObamaCare. 
Whereas President Trump, in an inexpli- 
cable betrayal of one of his most important 
campaign promises, proposed an $11.5 
billion bailout for insurance companies 
participating in ObamaCare exchanges, 
the omnibus spending bill does nothing at 
all. As a result, the demise of ObamaCare 
will be hastened rather than averted, as 
the expected government bailout failed to 
materialize. 

The reason for this unexpected and 
atypical GOP adherence to a major cam- 
paign promise is that Democrats and Re- 
publicans could not agree on how the bail- 
outs would apply to abortions. As slate. 
com ruefully explained: 


There will ... be no section shoring 
up Obamacare’s individual insurance 
markets, and members on both sides 
are mad about that. The dispute that 
precluded an agreement revolved, 
in large part, around abortion. Re- 
publicans demanded an expansion 
of the Hyde amendment — which 
prohibits federal money being spent 
on abortion — to cover individual 
insurance markets. Such an expan- 
sion is a non-starter for Democrats, 
but it’s a must-have for Republicans, 
in order to provide cover for mem- 
bers skittish about voting to “prop 
up” Obamacare. In a press confer- 
ence Wednesday morning, Republi- 
cans raged over Democrats’ opposi- 
tion to the Hyde language, claiming 
they were overstating its effects to 
maintain the election-year narrative 
that Republicans are “sabotaging” 
health insurance markets and caus- 
ing higher premiums. 


There can be little question that most con- 
gressional Republicans were as eager as 
the Democrats to ensure the survival of 
ObamaCare. Yet because of irreconcil- 
able differences over abortion funding, 
they ended up doing the right thing de- 
spite striving mightily to perpetuate the 
ObamaCare betrayal. Republican Senator 
Lindsey Graham, furious at the Democrats 
for obstructing the ObamaCare bailout, 
sputtered, “This is phony. I hope you lose 
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Derailed: Amtrak’s dilapidated condition is an example of federal overreach. The rail line has been 


mismanaged for decades by the Feds, and recent accidents are partly the result of a failure to 
properly maintain rails and other features. As long as Amtrak is run by the federal government, it 


will remain over budget and behind schedule. 


votes, I hope you lose seats, you’re not 
worthy of governing this place!” 


Spending Here, There, Everywhere 

Another fortuitous casualty of partisan 
bickering was President Obama’s illicit 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv- 
als program (DACA), a program created 
not by legislation but by executive fiat, 
in solemn defiance of the constitutional 
separation of powers. President Trump, 
to the consternation of many of his sup- 
porters, had proposed “fixing” DACA by 
providing a path to citizenship for up to 
1.8 million “Dreamers,” in exchange for 
border-wall funding. That proposal was 
deep-sixed by Congressional Democrats 
unwilling to deal with the president on 
any terms, leaving the Dreamers in limbo. 
Rhetoric to the contrary, the new spend- 
ing bill provides no fix for the Dreamers’ 
predicament, decreasing the likelihood 
that amnesty will be extended to them 
anytime soon. Regardless of the humani- 
tarian dimensions of the DACA issue, the 
federal government is under no constitu- 
tional obligation to grant amnesty to ille- 
gal residents. And common sense, as well 
as recent historical experience, shows that 
amnesty extended to illegal immigrants, 
whatever the circumstances of their arrival 
in the United States, inevitably incentiv- 
izes more people to enter the United States 
or reside here illegally, in the expectation 


that, sooner or later, they will be the ben- 
eficiaries of yet another round of amnesty. 

It is worth noting, as an aside, an aspect 
of the immigration debate that is gener- 
ally ignored, namely, that America well 
into the last century imposed few to no 
restrictions on immigration. There were at 
least two reasons for this. One was that 
America then did not face the prospect of 
large numbers of immigrants from cul- 
tures that are hostile to our entire system 
to such a degree that they resist assimila- 
tion. Another is that, before the creation of 
the modern welfare state, immigrants had 
to sink or swim, that is, work very hard to 
make it — or go hungry. This meant that, 
for the most part, those who chose to im- 
migrate to the United States were willing 
to work very hard, to learn the English lan- 
guage, save their earnings, and, in general, 
do whatever it took to forge a better life for 
themselves and their children with no ex- 
pectation of government handouts. Under 
such conditions, the system self-selected 
for talented, hardworking immigrants. 
And although America still attracts many 
talented and hardworking immigrants 
from all over the world, because of state 
and federal welfare benefits (including 
automatic citizenship for anyone born on 
USS. soil, a relatively recent legal innova- 
tion), large numbers of immigrants now 
come to the United States with their hands 
out, bringing with them the welfarist men- 
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tality typical of many of their countries of 
origin. Leftist radicals understand this 
perfectly, which is why they favor both 
open borders and the welfare system that 
incentivizes large numbers of ideological 
fellow-travelers to immigrate. 

A key element in the Left’s relentless 
drive to bring about a cultural makeover 
in the United States has been federal as- 
cendancy over and funding of education. 
President Trump’s initial budget proposal 
requested a 10.5-percent decrease in edu- 
cation funding amounting to $7.1 billion 
in spending cuts, down to just under $60 
billion — not enough by a long shot, but 
better than nothing. In the end, though, 
Trump got worse than nothing; the omni- 
bus spending bill hiked the education bud- 
get across a wide spectrum of programs, to 
the tune of billions in new spending. The 
hikes included a $300 million increase in 
Title I funding under the Every Student 
Succeeds Act, $299 million under the Indi- 
viduals With Disabilities Act, a $700 mil- 
lion increase for the Student Support and 
Academic Enrichment grants, and many 
other goodies amounting to a total of $2.3 
billion in new education-related spending. 

Federal government spending on educa- 
tion has been an unmitigated disaster, even 
aside from its unconstitutional character. 
As the Heritage Foundation observed: 


More spending — and with it, more 
federal intervention in local school 
policy — is not the answer to im- 
proving educational outcomes. Infla- 
tion-adjusted public school spending 
per pupil has almost tripled in the last 
half-century. Since 1985, real federal 
spending on K-12 education has in- 
creased 138 percent, and since the 
1960s, inflation-adjusted per-pupil 
federal education expenditures have 
nearly tripled. Meanwhile, academic 
achievement has languished. Since 
the 1970s, math and reading achieve- 
ment have flat-lined, and graduation 
rates have stagnated for disadvan- 
taged students. 


President Trump attempted in his budget 
proposals to rein in some of the budget- 
ary insanity regarding the Department 
of Energy, proposing to terminate grant 
monies and other subsidies to politically 
correct but inefficient forms of energy 
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Healthcare hiccups: Despite years of GOP promises to end ObamaCare, the ill-conceived 
boondoggle continues to limp along. Ironically, it was partisan rancor that prevented the bailout 
of ObamaCare insurance providers — inexplicably supported by the president as well as the GOP 
in Congress — from being included in the recent spending bill. 


such as solar and wind. But Congress 
had other ideas, opting to fund the Ad- 
vanced Research Projects Agency-Energy 
(ARPA-E) to the tune of a $353.3 million 
increase over 2017. ARPA-E awards re- 
search grants to high-risk, often quixotic 
energy-related research projects that the 
private sector is reluctant to fund. ARPA- 
E’s mission — “to reduce energy imports, 
increase energy efficiency, and reduce 
energy-related emissions, including green- 
house gases” — speaks for itself. 

The omnibus bill also authorizes $2 
billion in loan guarantees encouraging 
carbon-capture technology, among other 
ecologically correct goals. 

In sum, the omnibus spending bill has 
been business as usual in Washington. 
While President Trump’s original budget 
proposal contained some welcome cuts, 
nearly all of them were lost in the stopgap 
spending measure actually passed by Con- 
gress. The president has promised never to 
sign another bill like it, but time will tell. 
For one thing, the next budget tussle will 
take place in the heart of September’s elec- 
tion season, when the rhetoric will be more 
bitter and the political stakes even higher. 

But President Trump and some Repub- 
licans in Congress have shown a willing- 
ness to combat the regulatory juggernaut, 
and President Trump has already done a 
great deal, in his limited capacity as chief 
executive, to rein in the regulatory insan- 


ity. The Trump administration claimed in 
January of this year that it had repealed 22 
regulations for every one new regulation 
instituted. Politico.com reluctantly averred 
that President Trump’s war on regulations 
is working; after one year in office, only 
156 new regulations had been approved 
— still too many, but a very steep decline 
from the two previous administrations. 
During the first year in office of President 
George W. Bush, 445 new regulations were 
issued, and during President Obama’s first 
365 days, 510. Small wonder that official 
Washington is still in a deep state of shock 
at the Trump presidency! 

In the end, of course, the fight always 
comes back to Congress. We have come 
a long way from the not-too-distant past 
when Congressman Ron Paul was the 
only consistent voice for constitutionalism 
and limited government on Capitol Hill. 
Nowadays, there are several senators and 
a number of representatives who approach 
or equal Congressman Paul’s standard. 
With more work at the grassroots, dozens 
more could be elected this fall, and in elec- 
tion cycles to come. The Deep State did 
not take control of Washington overnight, 
and it will take time and effort to strip it 
of its power. But Americans show every 
sign of waking up to the severity of the 
crisis, and with perseverance, pork-laden 
obscenities such as the latest budget om- 
nibus may become a thing of the past. 
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TRUMP. AND 
TORTURE 


Donald Trump is a believer in the usefulness of torture 
to gain intel, and his pick to head the CIA, Gina Haspel, 
seems also to be. But is torture either useful or moral? 


Torturous tale: Guantanamo Bay Detention Center is famous as a prison where terror suspects 


have been tortured, but little — if any — useful intelligence has resulted from the practice. 
Instead, most of what has been produced could best be described as disinformation. 


by C. Mitchell Shaw 


he torture of suspected terror- 

ists is a highly controversial and 

hotly contested topic. It was used 
at various interrogation sites and deten- 
tion camps — including Guantanamo 
Bay — in the early part of the “War on 
Terror” following the attacks of 9/11. In 
March 2008, President George W. Bush 
vetoed a bill that would have outlawed 
the various torture tactics used by U.S. 
authorities by only allowing “those inter- 
rogation techniques explicitly authorized 
by the 2006 Army Field Manual.” In fact, 
Bush — who had signed the executive 
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order to allow the practices in the first 
place — told BBC that he was consider- 
ing exempting the CIA from the portion 
of the Geneva Conventions that establish 
the standards for humane treatment dur- 
ing war. 

Torture was officially halted by an ex- 
ecutive order signed by President Obama 
in 2009 and then banned by Congress 
through a law signed by Obama in 2015. 

Against that backdrop, President 
Trump has stated that he believes torture 
is both effective and justifiable. His re- 
marks were made less than a week after 
he became president. In an interview with 
ABC News on January 25, 2017, he said 


that where terrorism is concerned, Amer- 
ica needs to “fight fire with fire” and that 
he wants to bring back torture because it 
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“absolutely” “works.” 

That wasn’t the first time Trump said 
that, either. In November 2015 — when 
he was the leading Republican candi- 
date, Trump appeared on This Week 
With George Stephanopoulos, saying he 
“would absolutely bring back interroga- 
tion and strong interrogation,” including 
waterboarding. “You know, they don’t 
use waterboarding over there; they use 
chopping off people’s heads,” he said. “I 
would bring it back. I think waterboard- 
ing is peanuts compared to what they’d 
do to us.” 

The issue is far from academic: As 
President Trump’s choice to head the 
CIA, Gina Haspel, prepares to face con- 
firmation, this is a pivotal issue — and 
with good reason. In 2002, Haspel, who 
is slated to be the first female director of 
the CIA, was placed in charge of what is 
believed to be the agency’s first overseas 
detention site. That site, in Thailand, was 
known as a place where “enhanced inter- 
rogation” (a naked euphemism for tor- 
ture) — including waterboarding — was 
a common occurrence. 

The controversy over torture, brought 
back to the forefront by Haspel’s nomina- 
tion, is not new. 

During the early debates of the presi- 
dential primary cycle in 2011, Dr. Ron 
Paul said, “It’s really un-American to 
accept, on principle, that we will torture 
people that we capture.” Paul was like 
a voice crying in the wilderness; other 
Republican candidates praised the prac- 
tice of torture — even while blurring the 
lines defining what is and is not torture. 
Herman Cain, for instance, said of water- 
boarding, “I don’t see it as torture. I see it 
as an enhanced interrogation technique.” 
Michele Bachmann called it a “very ef- 
fective” method of getting information 
from prisoners and said that it should be 
renewed. 

Apparently, neither Cain nor Bach- 
mann (nor Trump, for that matter) ever 
took the time to study this issue in any 
depth. If they had, they would likely have 
been aware of the data and the statements 
made by experts that refute their claims. 

The issue comes down to two ques- 
tions: Does torture work? And is it moral- 


17 


.—lC 


POLITICS 


ly justifiable? In fact, an incor- 
rect answer to that first question 
is usually used as a starting 
place for an incorrect answer 
to the second. The reasoning of 
those who advocate for torture 
seems to go something like this: 
“Enhanced interrogation pro- 
vides intelligence we would not 
otherwise be able to get, so it’s 
justified.” Let’s set that aside 
for the moment (this writer will 
demonstrate later in this article 
that the argument that torture 
“works” is flawed). The point 
here is that a moral compass 
that is guided by pragmatism is 
no moral compass at all. That 
thinking has historically led to 
the erroneous conclusions that 
might makes right and the ends 
justify the means. 

As Robert Welch — founder 
of this magazine’s parent organ- 
ization, The John Birch Society 
— was fond of quoting, “Mo- 
rality, when vigorously alive, 
sees farther than intellect.” The 
quote is from the work Short 
Studies on Great Subjects by 
James Anthony Froude and il- 
lustrates the salient point that 
morality — being a higher form 
of consciousness — should guide the in- 
tellect, not the other way around. 


AP Images 


Does Torture Work? 

As to the question of the efficacy of tor- 
ture, the facts speak much louder than the 
rhetoric. The experts who have addressed 
the subject say that torture, as a means of 
gaining intelligence, doesn’t work. Period. 

For instance, former CIA officer Bob 
Baer, who was primarily assigned to areas 
in the Middle East, said torture is “bad 
interrogation,” adding, “I mean you can 
get anyone to confess to anything if the 
torture’s bad enough.” Baer’s observa- 
tions are in line with human nature: Tor- 
turing people may make them speak, but 
it will not make them necessarily speak 
the truth. 

Baer’s observations are also backed up 
by empirical data. A study published in 
2016 and based on documents leaked by 
Private Bradley Manning to WikiLeaks in 
2010 shows that intelligence gathering at 
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Happy to oblige torturers? President Trump’s pick for CIA director, 
Gina Haspel, has a record of approving of the torture of detainees. 
She was the chief of station at the CIA's first overseas detention 
center — located in Thailand — where torture was the norm. 


Guantanamo Bay — the poster child for 
“enhanced interrogation” — is “ineffec- 
tive.” The study, authored by Emanuel 
Deutschmann and entitled “Between Col- 
laboration and Disobedience: The Behav- 
ior of the Guantanamo Detainees and Its 
Consequences,” shows that the torture 
practiced at “Gitmo” actually obtains less 
useful intelligence. Most of what has been 
gathered there since the detention center’s 
grand opening in January 2002 is either 
worthless or worse: disinformation. 

The study “examines the behavior” of 
“765 detainees” and looks at the areas of 
“collaboration and disobedience and how 
[the behavior of the detainees in these 
areas] influences their chances of getting 
a release recommendation.” The findings 
are evidence of the failure of torture as an 
effective means of gathering intelligence. 

Keep in mind that this study was not 
based on public-relations talking points 
provided by torture advocates; it was 
based on leaked classified documents 


that the American people were 
never intended to see. This re- 
port gets past the hype and the 
lies and looks at the raw data. 
This is truth. 

As Deutschmann says in his 
analysis of the report: 


For 84 percent of the detain- 
ees, the single explicit reason 
for transfer to Guantanamo 
was “to provide informa- 
tion.” About 7 percent of 
the detainees were brought 
to Guantanamo because of 
an alleged affiliation with 
Al-Qaeda or similar in- 
criminating circumstances. 
In 2 percent of the cases, the 
reason was an alleged affili- 
ation with Al-Qaeda and the 
provision of information. 
Only 12 detainees (less than 
2 percent) were transported 
to Guantanamo “to face 
prosecution for terrorist ac- 
tivities against the US.” 


With such a high percentage of 
detainees imprisoned at Guan- 
tanamo for the single purpose 
of providing information, it 
could reasonably be expected 
that such information could and would be 
obtained. Instead, the opposite is true. 

Since “by revealing information, de- 
tainees don’t improve their own chances 
of getting release recommendations” but 
they do “impair [the chance of release] 
of the detainees they implicate,” most 
detainees simply make false claims 
against detainees from other nations 
with whom they do not share cultural, 
religious, or philosophical similarities. 
Those detainees make false accusations 
in return. The end result is a worthless 
pile of disinformation. 

The study also shows that “most prison- 
ers don’t make incriminating statements 
despite the fact that they were expected to 
have information and connections to ter- 
rorist groups and notwithstanding the fact 
that US interrogators admittedly used tor- 
ture to make people talk at Guantanamo.” 

Let that sink in: With 84 percent of the 
detainees at Guantanamo there for the sin- 
gle purpose of providing intelligence and 
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with torture having been used to extract 
that intelligence, “most prisoners don’t 
make incriminating statements.” The best 
word to describe this barbaric experiment 
is “failure.” 

Deutschmann concludes his analysis 
with a statement that should be obvious 
by now: 


Thus, the current plans of Republi- 
can presidential candidates to send 
new suspected “terrorists” to Guan- 
tanamo “to find out everything they 
know” is unrealistic and misleading. 
Guantanamo and its selection and 
interrogation methods have not only 
cost American taxpayers millions of 
dollars and seriously harmed Amer- 
ica’s moral reputation in the world; 
they have also proven to be quite 
ineffective with regards to intelli- 
gence-gathering. It is time to finally 
close Guantanamo down. 


Furthermore, even the Senate Intelligence 
Committee agrees that torture does not 
work. In 2014, the committee published a 
report on the CIA’s program of detention 
and “enhanced interrogation.” That 525- 
page report (which was merely a summary 
of a 6,700-page classified document) con- 
cluded that “the use of the CIA’s enhanced 
interrogation techniques was not an effec- 
tive means of obtaining accurate informa- 
tion or gaining detainee cooperation.” 


Messing With Morals 

So, no, torture does not work. But even 
if it did, would it be morally justifiable? 
The root of that question is, “Is torture 
moral?” Because if it is not moral, it is 
not morally justifiable. The idea of doing 
the wrong thing for the right reason is the 
stuff of excuses and situational ethics — 
long decried by conservatives in every 
other area. Consistency would dictate 
that if torture is immoral, the defense of 
it should be denounced by all who call 
themselves conservative. 

The answer to the question should not 
be difficult for those who hold to basic 
Judeo-Christian morality. Jesus said, “Do 
unto others as you would have them do 
unto you,” not “Do unto others as they 
have done” or “Do unto others before 
they can do unto you.” 

Perhaps the story of one of the detain- 
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ees routinely tortured at the Thailand site 
mentioned earlier will help to illustrate. 
(For the sake of accuracy, this writer 
emphasizes that Haspel was in charge of 
that site after the events described below 
took place. While she was not personally 
involved, she did later author a memo 
ordering the videotapes of these events 
destroyed to keep Congress from see- 
ing them. She was later cleared of any 
wrongdoing for writing the memo, which 
was ordered by her boss, then-CIA depu- 
ty director Mike Morell. This writer finds 
that too much like the “I was only fol- 
lowing orders” defense of too many war 
criminals.) 

One of the detainees routinely tortured 
at the Thailand site was Abu Zubaydah, 
a Saudi arrested in Pakistan in 2002. His 
experience at that site can probably best 
be described as hellish. The Senate Intel- 
ligence Committee report says that for the 
first 47 days of his detention, Zubaydah 
was kept shackled in isolation in a room 
designed to disorient him: The all-white 
room was flooded with bright light from 
four ultra-bright halogen bulbs pointed di- 
rectly at him 24 hours a day. Loud music 
was played constantly. The combination 


o> =< 
in eee -: 
~ >» 2S 


Y —— Se 
a 


of the bright lighting, all-white room, and 
loud, non-stop music deprived Zubaydah 
of sleep and overwhelmed his senses. 
All CIA officers who entered the room 
“wore all black uniforms, including boots, 
gloves, balaclavas, and goggles to keep 
Abu Zubaydah from identifying the offi- 
cers, as well as to prevent Abu Zubaydah 
‘from seeing the security guards as indi- 
viduals who he may attempt to establish a 
relationship or dialogue with,’” according 
to the Senate report. 

After those 47 days, the physical tor- 
ture started. 

From August 1 to August 20, 2002, 
Zubaydah was waterboarded multiple 
times every day “with multiple iterations 
of the watering cycle during each applica- 
tion.” Between sessions, he was left alone, 
on the board, with the towel still covering 
his face. This was to keep him wondering 
when it would start all over again. 

He was waterboarded 83 times and 
subjected to other forms of torture. One 
of those other forms of torture (besides 
those already listed above) included being 
locked in one of two coffins for hours at 
a time. The larger of the two coffins was 
normal-sized. The smaller was 2.5 feet 


Its purpose is pain: Waterboarding (shown here as part of a protest against the practice) has 
been called “simulated drowning.” In reality it is “controlled drowning” and “simulated death,” 
and is a form of torture for which the United States has prosecuted war criminals. 


Designed disorientation: One form of torture to which detainees have been subjected is extreme 
isolation in rooms designed to overwhelm the senses. Bright lights, loud music, and other 
disorienting tactics have been used. 


high, 2.5 feet deep, and less than two feet 
wide. According to the report, Zubaydah 
“spent a total of 266 hours (11 days, 2 
hours) in the large (coffin size) confine- 
ment box and 29 hours in a small confine- 
ment box.” 

The report records that Zubaydah was 
made “hysterical” by the experience. He 
“cried.” He “pleaded.” He “begged.” He 
“whimpered.” He was “distressed to the 
level that he was unable to effectively 
communicate.” One is left to wonder — 
if the ostensible purpose of all of this was 
to gain intelligence — how it serves that 
end to break a man’s mind and reduce 
him to a quivering mess who is unable to 
communicate. 

After all of that, the CIA determined 
that Zubaydah had nothing of value to 


tell. So he was transferred to Guantanamo. 
The tapes ordered destroyed via the memo 
written by Haspel, to keep them from the 
eyes of Congress — whose job it is to pro- 
vide oversight of the CIA’s various activi- 
ties — showed the torture of Zubaydah, 
which included at least one waterboarding 
session where he nearly died at the hands 
of his tormentors. 

If what the CIA did to Zubaydah is not 
immoral — is not wrong — then nothing 
under the sun is. 

Further evidence of the immorality of 
torture — including waterboarding — can 
be seen in the letter Malcolm Wrightson 
Nance wrote to Chairman John Conyers 
and the members of the House Judiciary 
Committee that was published by Sa/on in 
November 2007. 


A study published in 2016 and based on documents 
leaked by Private Bradley Manning to WikiLeaks in 
2010 shows that intelligence gathering at Guantanamo 
Bay — the poster child for “enhanced interrogation” — 


is “ineffective.” 
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Nance is a former member of the U.S. 
military intelligence community and a re- 
tired U.S. Navy senior chief petty officer 
with 20 years of honorable service to his 
credit. In his letter, he described the time 
he spent as an instructor at the U.S. Navy 
Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape 
(SERE) school in North Island Naval Air 
Station, California. He wrote that he and 
other instructors taught students to resist 
“the techniques of brutal authoritarian 
enemies” and described waterboarding 
as the “most severe of those [techniques] 
employed.” 
Nance wrote: 


SERE trained tens of thousands of 
service members of its historical use 
by the Nazis, the Japanese, North 
Korea, Iraq, the Soviet Union, the 
Khmer Rouge and the North Viet- 
namese. 

SERE emphasized that enemies of 
democracy and rule of law often ig- 
nore human rights, defy the Geneva 
Convention and have subjected our 
men and women to grievous physical 
and psychological harm. We stress 
that enduring these calumnies will 
allow our soldiers to return home 
with honor. 


Past Persecution 
Further support for Nance’s claims can be 
found in U.S. military history. In the wake 
of World War II, the United States tried, 
convicted, and imprisoned or executed a 
number of Japanese troops and officials 
for torturing American troops. Notably, a 
Japanese interpreter present at “enhanced 
interrogations” of U.S. soldiers, Yukio 
Asano, was convicted at the Yokohama 
Class B and C War Crimes Trials in 1947 
for the part he played in the torture of 
American prisoners of war. Asano re- 
ceived a 15-year sentence of hard labor 
for his war crimes. 

What were Asano’s crimes? 

According to the records of his trial, 
those crimes include that he “did willful- 
ly and unlawfully, brutally mistreat and 
torture Morris O. Killough, an American 
Prisoner of War, by beating and kicking 
him, by fastening him on a stretcher and 
pouring water up his nostrils,” that he 
did “willfully and unlawfully, brutally 
mistreat and torture Thomas B. Armi- 
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tage, William O. Cash and Munroe Dave 
Woodall, American Prisoners of War, 
by beating and kicking them, by forcing 
water into their mouths and noses, and by 
pressing lighted cigarettes against their 
bodies,” and that he did “willfully and 
unlawfully, brutally mistreat and torture 
John Henry Burton, an American Prisoner 
of War, by beating him, and by fastening 
him head downward on a stretcher and 
forcing water into his nose.” 

Japanese soldiers First Lieutenant Sei- 
tara Hata, Sergeant Hideji Nakamura, 
and Sergeant Major Takeo Kita received 
sentences of 25 years, 20 years, and 15 
years, respectively, for the parts they 
played in the torture of those five Ameri- 
can soldiers. 

Notice that all of those convictions for 
war crimes included charges of “willful- 
ly and unlawfully, brutally mistreat[ing] 
and tortur[ing]” American prisoners of 
war by waterboarding them. 
Waterboarding is a form of 
torture the U.S. government 
called a “war crime” when it 
was done to U.S. soldiers. 

Waterboarding is often 
called “simulated drowning.” 
It is actually real drowning, 
done little by little, on the in- 
stallment plan. 

Evan Wallach was a Judge 
Advocate General in the Ne- 
vada National Guard and was 
responsible for training sol- 
diers “about their legal ob- 
ligations when they guarded 
prisoners.” In November 
2007, he wrote for the Wash- 
ington Post about the vari- 
ous techniques collectively 
known as waterboarding, 
saying: 


The media usually char- 
acterize the practice as 
“simulated drowning.” 
That’s incorrect. To be ef- 
fective, waterboarding is 
usually real drowning that 
simulates death. That is, 
the victim experiences the 
sensations of drowning: 
struggle, panic, breath- 
holding, swallowing, 
vomiting, taking water 
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into the lungs and, eventually, the 
same feeling of not being able to 
breathe that one experiences after 
being punched in the gut. The main 
difference is that the drowning pro- 
cess is halted. According to those 
who have studied waterboarding’s 
effects, it can cause severe psycho- 
logical trauma, such as panic at- 
tacks, for years. 


Wallach is correct that waterboarding 
causes lasting psychological effects. 
The late journalist Christopher Hitchens 
elected to experience waterboarding for 
himself. Unlike Sean Hannity — who 
promised to, but never did — Hitchens 
went through with it. He wrote about it, 
saying, “I have since woken up trying 
to push the bedcovers off my face, and 
if I do anything that makes me short of 
breath I find myself clawing at the air 


Opinion based on experience: The late Christopher Hitchens voluntarily 
underwent waterboarding so that he could write about it. He wrote of the 
lasting effects, including waking up and pushing off the bed covers if they 
were over his face. 


with a horrible sensation of smothering 
and claustrophobia.” He lasted less than 
18 seconds before giving the distress sig- 
nal to stop the torture — a signal that real 
waterboarding victims don’t have the op- 
portunity to give. He felt weak for giving 
in so soon, but wrote that one of the men 
who waterboarded him said, “Any time is 
a long time when you’ re breathing water.” 
There’s that point again: Breathing water 
has a name — that name is “drowning.” 
Hitchens also wrote: 


You feel that you are drowning be- 
cause you are drowning — or, rather, 
being drowned, albeit slowly and 
under controlled conditions and at 
the mercy (or otherwise) of those 
who are applying the pressure. 


Make no mistake: Waterboarding is tor- 
ture. And like all torture, it is immoral 
and is a war crime. And to 
put in the for-what-it’s-worth 
column, Trump didn’t use the 
canonized euphemism; he 
said he wants to bring back 
“torture.” And Bush would 
not have felt the need to ex- 
empt the CIA from the Gene- 
va Conventions’ prohibitions 
on torture if he did not real- 
ize that his administration’s 
practices were in violation of 
those restrictions. 

If torture was a war crime 
for which the United States 
prosecuted and convicted 
Japanese troops and officials 
after World War II, it is still a 
war crime. If it is — as SERE 
instructors taught American 
soldiers — among the “most 
severe of those [techniques] 
employed” by “brutal au- 
thoritarian enemies” when 
practiced by “the Nazis, the 
Japanese, North Korea, Iraq, 
the Soviet Union, the Khmer 
Rouge and the North Viet- 
namese,” simply referring 
to it as “enhanced interroga- 
tion” does nothing to change 
what it really is. And just be- 
cause Americans are on the 
giving end doesn’t make it 
any less wrong. Mf 
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Deep State: Pulling Strings 
From Behind the Scenes 
After the election of Donald Trump, many 
Americans noticed the concerted efforts 
by intelligence agencies, government 
bureaucrats, rich elites, and major media to 
vilify Trump and stop his agenda — for the 
first time noticing the Deep State. (January 
8, 2018, 48pp) TNA180108 


“March for Our Lives” Lies 

After the Parkland, Florida, school 
shooting, student protests against guns 
and gun ownership were rampant, with the 
implication being that it’s finally time for gun 
control. But everything Americans saw was 
deceptive. (April 23, 2018, 48pp) TNA180423 
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Their Plans With Your Money 

Trump signed an omnibus spending bill that funds 
the priorities of most people in government and 
industries and organizations reliant on government 
funding, but shouldn't there be limits? (May 21 2018, 
A8pp) TNA180521 


he Opioid Epidemic: 
What's the Solution? 
Americans are dying in droves from 
opioid overdoses. Government is going 
after doctors, saying they're to blame. 
Government has it wrong, and is making 
the problem worse. (May 7, 2018, 48pp) 
TNA180507 


Monopoly: Fears, Fallacies, and Facts 
Probably every high-school student 
in America has heard that Theodore 
Roosevelt busted monopolies that harmed 
Americans. That is just one fiction upended 
in this article. (March 5, 2018, 48pp) 
TNA180305 
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Bombshells & Black Holes: 


House Intel Report on Russia Collusion Finally Released ... Sort of 


No Trump-Russia collusion, but plenty of anti-Trump collusion and conspiracy by Deep 
State operatives such as Comey, Clapper, and Brennan. 


“Lying Machine” Clapper: Former U.S. Director of National Intelligence James R. Clapper, whom 
President Trump called a “lying machine,” now has a new gig as an “expert” commentator at 
virulently anti-Trump CNN. 


by William F. Jasper 


o evidence of Trump-Russia col- 
Nise: That was the big takeaway 

of the long-awaited report of the 
House Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence (HPSCID), released on April 
27 after months of delays caused by foot 
dragging at the Department of Justice, 
FBI, and federal intelligence agencies. “In 
the course of witness interviews, reviews 
of document productions, and investiga- 
tive efforts extending well over a year, the 
Committee did not find any evidence of 
collusion, conspiracy, or coordination be- 
tween the Trump campaign and the Rus- 
sians,” the report states. 

However, the report did provide more 
bombshell evidence confirming what 
millions of Americans already knew or 
suspected, to wit that top Deep State op- 
eratives — especially former FBI Director 
James Comey, former Director of Nation- 
al Intelligence James Clapper, and for- 
mer CIA Director John Brennan — were 
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(and are currently) engaged in collusion/ 
conspiracy to remove Donald Trump, the 
constitutionally elected president of the 
United States, from office. For more than a 
year, they and their comrades in the media 
and Congress have carried on a relent- 
less attack on the president of the United 
States, and on the will of the American 
people as expressed in the 2016 election. 

We will return to the bombshells further 
on, but first a word about the “black holes” 
in the report, which are further evidence of 
the stalling and obstruction by Obama hold- 
overs in these agencies. This ongoing ob- 
struction has caused members of Congress 
to threaten DOJ and agency officials with 
contempt of Congress charges if documents 
requested months previously were not forth- 
coming. The stonewalling and obstruction 
are continuing, as evidenced by the massive 
redactions in the delayed report. The 243- 
page document, entitled Report on Russian 
Active Measures, has substantial portions of 
many pages redacted, and some parts have 
entire pages blacked out. 


The redactions are the work of the DOJ 
and the “Intelligence Community,” to 
which the committee submitted its report 
for review to ensure that no classified or 
sensitive information relative to national 
security would be revealed. HPSCI Chair- 
man Devin Nunes (R-Calif.) and other Re- 
publican members of the committee have 
pointed to the redactions as further evidence 
of obstruction by the permanent bureaucra- 
cy in Washington. “Given the substantial 
public interest at stake, the Committee is 
publishing the redacted version we’ve re- 
ceived,” Chairman Nunes said in a press 
release. “However, we object to the exces- 
sive and unjustified number of redactions, 
many of which do not relate to classified 
information. The Committee will convey 
our objections to the appropriate agencies 
and looks forward to publishing a less re- 
dacted version in the near future.” 

The strategy of delay and obstruction by 
the Democrats and the Deep State is ob- 
vious: First, refuse to release documents 
requested by Congress, the constitution- 
ally designated federal body elected by 
the people of the United States; second, 
work as a tag team with Democrat mem- 
bers of Congress, who can object, obstruct, 
throw tantrums — anything to delay and 
discredit the Republican-led congressional 
investigations; third, when forced to do so, 
dribble the documents out in the slowest 
manner possible; fourth, when the com- 
mittee finally receives the documents and 
writes its report, delay the agency review 
as long as possible and then black out as 
much of the damning evidence as you think 
you can get away with; and fifth, denounce 
the results of the investigation as biased, 
deficient, and defective. The object is to 
stall and string out the process until the 
November midterm elections in the hope 
that the Democrats can retake the House 
of Representatives, shut down the HPSCI 
investigations, and launch impeachment 
proceedings against President Trump. 
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Exposing the Deep State: Representative Devin Nunes (R-Calif.), chairman of the House 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, has been in the cross hairs of the Deep State-Media 


combine for exposing their anti-Trump collusion. 


In its investigation thus far, the re- 
port notes, the committee “interviewed 
73 witnesses, conducted 9 hearings 
and briefings, reviewed approximately 
307,900 documents, and issued 20 sub- 
poenas.” “The Committee cast a wide 
net,” the HPSCI report states, “generally 
asking each [of the] witnesses whether 
they had evidence of any ‘collusion,’ 
‘coordination,’ or ‘conspiracy’ between 
Russia and candidate Trump or any of his 
associates. The Committee also investi- 
gated potential Trump campaign links 
with Russia,” focusing on allegations 
relative to Trump’s business dealings, 
the Trump campaign’s policy positions 
and personnel, involvement in or knowl- 
edge about the publication of stolen e- 
mails, and meetings with Russians. The 
witnesses before the committee includ- 
ed persons pointedly hostile to Donald 
Trump, such as John Brennan and James 
Clapper, who have been prime propaga- 
tors of the Trump-Russia collusion narra- 
tive. However, when specifically pinned 
down and asked if they had any evidence 
of this storied “collusion,” they admitted 
to having none. 

“Tn the course of witness interviews, 
reviews of document productions, and 
investigative efforts extending well over 
a year,” the report said, “the Committee 
did not find any evidence of collusion, 
conspiracy, or coordination between the 
Trump campaign and the Russians.” 
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President Trump wasted no time in cel- 
ebrating — and promoting — the report’s 
vindication of his claims in an April 27 
tweet that declared: “Just Out: House 
Intelligence Committee Report released. 
‘No evidence’ that the Trump Campaign 
‘colluded, coordinated or conspired with 
Russia.’ Clinton Campaign paid for Op- 
position Research obtained from Rus- 
sia — Wow! A total Witch Hunt! MUST 
END NOW!” 

The HPSCI report offers a summary of 
key points arrived at during the course of 
its investigation. Among the many sum- 
mary findings, explained in greater detail 
in the report, are the following: 

¢ “When asked directly, none of the 
interviewed witnesses provided evidence 
of collusion, coordination, or conspiracy 
between the Trump campaign and the Rus- 
sian government.” 

¢ “The Committee found no evidence 
that President Trump’s pre-campaign busi- 
ness dealings formed the basis for collu- 
sion during the campaign.” 

“There is no evidence that Trump asso- 
ciates were involved in the theft or publi- 
cation of Clinton campaign-related emails, 
although Trump associates had numerous 
ill-advised contacts with Wikileaks.” 

¢ “The Committee found no evidence 
that meetings between Trump associates 
— including Jeff Sessions — and official 
representatives of the Russian govern- 
ment — including Ambassador Kislyak 
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— reflected collusion, coordination, or 
conspiracy with the Russian government.” 

¢ “Possible Russian efforts to set up 
a ‘back channel’ with Trump associates 
after the election suggest the absence of 
collusion during the campaign, since the 
communication associated with collusion 
would have rendered such a ‘back chan- 
nel’ unnecessary.” 


The Salacious “Dossier” 

The HPSCI report provides important de- 
tails relative to the much-hyped “Steele 
dossier,” the hit piece on candidate Don- 
ald Trump put together by Fusion GPS for 
Hillary Clinton’s campaign and the Demo- 
cratic National Committee (DNC). Among 
other things provided in this file by for- 
mer British intelligence agent Christopher 
Steele is the claim that the Russian govern- 
ment may have evidence of Donald Trump 
cavorting with prostitutes in Moscow and 
engaging in obscene behavior. This is the 
“dossier” that, former FBI Director Comey 
admitted in Senate testimony, is “salacious 
and unverified.” What should be apparent 
to any honest, rational observer who will 
examine the evidence is that if there has 
been any “collusion” with Russia, it was 
Clinton and the DNC that were doing the 
colluding. And the whole manner in which 
the dossier was circulated throughout the 
top levels of the “Intelligence Community” 
and then leaked to select media outlets to 
have the most damaging impact on Presi- 
dent Trump is itself a study in “Deep State 
Conspiracy Tactics 101.” 

The summary section of the report notes: 

« “Prior to conducting opposition re- 
search targeting candidate Trump’s busi- 
ness dealings, Fusion GPS conducted re- 
search benefitting Russian interests.” 

¢ “The law firm Perkins Coie hired Fu- 
sion GPS on behalf of the Clinton cam- 
paign and the Democratic National Com- 
mittee to research candidate Trump’s 
Russia ties.” 

¢ “Christopher Steele claims to have ob- 
tained his dossier information second- and 
third-hand from purported high-placed 
Russian sources, such as government of- 
ficials with links to the Kremlin and intel- 
ligence services.” 

« “Christopher Steele’s information 
from Russian sources was provided di- 
rectly to Fusion GPS and Perkins Coie and 
indirectly to the Clinton campaign.” 
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Clapper-Tapper “Lying Machine” 

There is important new information in the 
HPSCI report on James Clapper, whom 
President Trump recently called “a lying 
machine.” The report particularly zeroes 
in on Clapper’s role in the strategic leak of 
the Steele dossier to CNN and other media 
— and then his pattern of deceit and lying 
to cover his trail. 

“Former Director of National Intelligence 
James Clapper, now a CNN national secu- 
rity analyst, provided inconsistent testimony 
to the Committee about his contacts with the 
media, including CNN,” the committee re- 
port notes. DNI Clapper has been publicly 
exposed as a flagrant liar and perjurer. He 
should be (and perhaps will be) prosecuted 
for perjury in his sworn testimony before 
the Senate Intelligence Committee in 2013. 
In that infamous performance, it may be re- 
called, he responded “No sir” when asked if 
the National Security Agency was collect- 
ing “any type of data at all” on millions of 
Americans. Shortly thereafter, it was shown 
that the NSA is indeed collecting the data of 
hundreds of millions of Americans. Clapper 
insisted he only made a “mistake.” 

The HPSCI report states: “When ini- 
tially asked about leaks related to the ICA 
[Intelligence Community Assessment] in 
July 2017, former ONI Clapper flatly de- 
nied ‘discuss[ing] the dossier [compiled 
by Steele] or any other intelligence relat- 
ed to Russia hacking of the 2016 election 
with journalists.’” 


When confronted with evidence to 
the contrary, Clapper developed a better 
memory. The report elaborates: “Clap- 
per subsequently acknowledged discuss- 
ing the ‘dossier with CNN journalist Jake 
Tapper, and admitted that he might have 
spoken with other journalists about the 
same topic. Clapper’s discussion with 
Tapper took place in early January 2017, 
around the time IC [Intelligence Com- 
munity] leaders briefed President Obama 
and President-elect Trump, on ‘the Chris- 
topher Steele information,’ a two-page 
summary of which was ‘enclosed in’ the 
highly-classified version of the ICA.” 

On January 10, 2017, the report notes, 
CNN published an article by Jake Tapper 
and others that claimed that “classified 
documents presented last week to Presi- 
dent Obama and President-elect Trump 
included allegations ... about Mr. Trump” 
that were included in a “report on Russian 
interference in the 2016 election.” 

CNN sourced those claims to “multiple 
US. officials with direct knowledge of the 
briefings.” The next day, the report notes, 
Clapper issued a statement describing a call 
with President-elect Trump in which Clap- 
per “expressed my profound dismay at the 
leaks that have been appearing in the press” 
and “emphasized ... that I do not believe the 
leaks came from within the IC.” No, they 
didn’t come from “within” the Intelligence 
Community, they came from the very top of 
the Intelligence Community. 


Chronic career liar: Former CIA director John Brennan admits he began his career by lying on 
his CIA recruitment polygraph — about voting for Communist Party leader Gus Hall for U.S. 
president in 1976. He’s now an anti-Trump contract commentator on NBC. 
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Dem Mega-donors: $50 Million to 
Keep Steele “Collusion” Going 

A major revelation of the committee re- 
port that has been completely overlooked 
by the “mainstream” anti-Trump media 
appears in a footnote on page 113. It 
concerns a contribution of $50 million 
by mysterious donors to Fusion GPS to 
continue its “investigation” of the Trump- 
Russia collusion narrative. 

The person, apparently, heading up 
this effort is a man by the name of Dan- 
iel Jones, who was a staffer for liberal- 
left globalist Senator Dianne Feinstein 
(D-Calif.), a business associate of former 
Senate Majority Leader Thomas Daschle 
(D-S.D.), and an agent for the FBI. Jones’ 
name is redacted in much of the document, 
but for some reason was allowed to slip 
through in other areas, enabling a deci- 
phering of his role in this venture with the 
shadowy Democrat financiers. 

The HPSCI report notes that Daniel Jones, 
“who currently leads ‘a research and inves- 
tigatory advisory’ called the Penn Quarter 
Group (PQG), is a former employee of The 
Daschle Group, U.S. Senate Select Com- 
mittee on Intelligence (SSC, and FBI.” It 
reports that “while at SSCL he served as the 
‘chief author’ of ‘The Committee Study of 
the Central Intelligence Agency’s Detention 
and Interrogation Program,” and further 
states: “In late March 2017, Jones met with 
FBI regarding PQG, which he described 
as ‘exposing foreign influence in Western 
elections.’ [name deleted, presumably Dan- 
iel Jones] told the FBI that PQG was being 
funded by 7 to 10 wealthy donors located 
primarily in New York and California, who 
provided approximately $50 million. [Name 
deleted, presumably Jones] further stated 
that PQG secured the services of Steele, 
his associate [name deleted], and Fusion 
GPS to continue exposing Russian interfer- 
ence in the 2016 U.S. Presidential election. 
[name deleted, presumably Jones] planned 
to share the information he obtained with 
policymakers on Capitol Hill and with the 
press, and also offered to provide PQG’s 
entire holdings to the FBI.” 

There is much more to come as the re- 
port is digested and as the drama heats up 
— among the Democrats in Congress and 
their media allies — to divert America’s 
attention away from the Deep State trea- 
son and treachery that is under way to 
overthrow the Trump administration. 
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Ending Abortion 


The pro-life movement has long sought to convince 
pregnant women not to kill their kids, but now it is 
convincing abortion workers to choose new paths. 


by Michael Tennant 


hen Abby Johnson quit her job 
as director of a Texas Planned 
Parenthood clinic in 2009, she 


had no intention of becoming a pro-life 
activist. 

Then Planned Parenthood tried to get 
a judge to slap a permanent gag order on 
her. The attempted silencing of Johnson 
not only failed in court but also spurred 
her to speak out. 

“That was when I found myself telling 
my story, and things took an unexpected 
turn for me at that moment,” the 37-year- 
old mother of seven said in an interview 
with THE NEW AMERICAN. 

With a story that few novelists would 
have the chutzpah to concoct — John- 
son said she left Planned Parenthood 
after being informed of a doubling of 
the clinic’s abortion quota and wit- 
nessing an ultrasound-guided abortion 
— Johnson quickly became one of the 
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most prominent pro-life activists in the 
country, which brought her to the atten- 
tion of others who were having a similar 
change of heart. 

“After I had been out of Planned Par- 
enthood for a couple years, I started hav- 
ing other workers, clinic workers, they 
were reaching out, and they were asking 
me for help, and how do they leave and 
is there someone that can help them,” 
Johnson recalled. “And I was actually 
shocked to find out that in 40 years of 
trying to end legalized abortion, the pro- 
life movement had never thought about 
an outreach specifically to the abortion 
clinic worker.” 

To rectify the situation, in 2012 John- 
son founded And Then There Were None 
(ATTWN). The Round Rock, Texas-based 
organization’s mission is “to end abortion 
from the inside out” by “help[ing] abor- 
tion clinic workers leave the abortion 
industry,” according to its website, abor- 
tionworker.com. 


Unethical and unsafe: The “corrupt” abortion 
industry, of which Planned Parenthood is 

the leader, is rife with Medicaid fraud and 
poor health and safety standards, said Abby 
Johnson. 


Breaking Up Is Hard to Do 

Just what is so difficult about quitting a 
job at an abortion clinic that it requires as- 
sistance from outsiders? Isn’t it as simple 
as handing in your resignation? 

“Leaving the abortion industry is not 
like leaving a restaurant or leaving an 
insurance agency,” maintained Johnson. 
“When you decide that you’re going to 
leave the abortion industry, you then be- 
come an enemy of the abortion industry. ... 
As soon as you leave, they will turn to de- 
ception, they’Il turn to lies, they will do 
anything to discredit you and to give you 
a bad reputation.” 

Johnson knows whereof she speaks. 
Having been named the 2008 “Employee 
of the Year” at her Planned Parenthood 
clinic, upon her resignation the follow- 
ing year, Johnson suddenly found herself 
being labeled a “disgruntled” employee 
who “was facing ... disciplinary action,” 
allegations that she says were “a complete 
lie.” She was also accused of removing 
items from the clinic and supplying confi- 
dential information about an abortion pro- 
vider to a pro-life organization; she denies 
these charges as well. 

Annette Lancaster, who, with the help 
of ATTWN, left her job as manager of 
the Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Planned 
Parenthood clinic in 2016, told THE NEw 
AMERICAN she was treated likewise by her 
former employer. “They came back a few 
weeks later saying they couldn’t find sev- 
eral weeks’ worth of deposits, that I had sto- 
len them,” she said. She claims to have eas- 
ily parried that accusation by pointing out 
that there were video cameras aimed at the 
safe where the money was kept, so it would 
have been a trivial matter to prove who, if 
anyone, actually stole the money. She said 
she was also falsely accused of making off 
with other items from the clinic. 

Another barrier to quitting an abortion 
clinic is finding work elsewhere. “When 
you have worked for the abortion indus- 
try,” said Johnson, “you essentially are a 
pariah in the medical community.” 

“Medical professionals know that the 
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abortion industry is corrupt,” she ex- 
plained. “They know that there’s systemic 
Medicaid fraud. They know that they 
cut corners. They know they don’t prop- 
erly sterilize instruments. They know that 
medical professionals are working beyond 
their scope of practice.” Therefore, while 
they may support abortion in the abstract, 
they are reluctant to hire people who used 
to work in abortion clinics, she contended. 

Temporal concerns aren’t the only 
things keeping people from exiting the 
abortion industry. 

“When you have been working for the 
enemy, our spiritual enemy, and then you 
decide that you’re going to follow a life 
that is righteous and good and just and 
you’re going to follow Christ, Satan is 
going to do everything he can to come at 
you and to tear down your family and to 
bring turmoil into your life, and so there’s 
a significant amount of spiritual warfare 
that takes place when someone decides 
that they no longer want to work inside of 
the abortion industry,” said Johnson. 

Clearly, ATTWN has its work cut out 
for it. Fortunately, Johnson and her team 
are up to the task. ATTWN pairs each cli- 
ent with a client manager who helps the 
client through the transition, including 
meeting emotional needs and supplying 
job leads. The group provides temporary 
financial assistance to help make up for 
lost wages. It offers free legal services 
through its network of more than 3,000 
attorneys spanning all 50 states. It assists 
the client in finding a new job, including 
writing a resumé and preparing for inter- 
views. It holds “healing retreats” to help 
clients deal with their feelings of guilt and 
shame for having participated in abor- 
tions. And it connects clients with local 
pro-life advocates who can help them find 
churches where they will be welcomed 
and supported. 

“T have had so much help, not only fi- 
nancially but also spiritually and emotion- 
ally,” said Lancaster. “Just anything and 
everything you can think of, they are there 
for you.” 


You Can’t Fire Me — | Quit 
Lancaster turned to ATTWN when she 
“began to feel something within [her]self” 
telling her that she needed to leave her job 
at Planned Parenthood. 

The decision didn’t happen overnight. 
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At first, she said, she treated her work 
there like “just another job,” as did most 
of her co-workers. “But,” she continued, 
“you could tell by the after-hours activi- 
ties” — namely, heavy drinking — “that 
people were very stressed out and kind 
of bothered by what they were doing.” 
Lancaster resisted quitting even after she 
became convinced that she was participat- 
ing in something wrong, partly because 
she “didn’t want [her] husband to be the 
sole breadwinner” in the family but also 
because she “just had this mentality, you 
know, they’re not going to break me.” 

“T kept thinking, ‘I can do this. I can do 
this,’” she said. 

While she was struggling internally 
with the work she was doing, Lancaster 
discovered ATTWN. One day when she 
went outside for a smoke, she found the 
group’s pamphlets around her car. “The 
regional director was there that day,” she 
recounted. “When I came back inside, 
she kind of, you know, in a smirky way, 
said, ‘You’re going to get rid of those and 
throw those away, right?’ And the rebel- 
lious side of me was like, ‘Sure,’ and I 
kept one of them. I kept looking at it and 
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looking at it and looking at it. It was say- 
ing, ‘We can help you. We can help you 
get out.’” 

Finally, Lancaster decided it was time 
to quit. According to her, she wrote her 
resignation letter and was fired — on the 
grounds that she “didn’t fit in there any- 
more” — in the same week. Then she went 
home and contacted ATTWN. “I called 
and e-mailed,” she emphasized, mak- 
ing clear how desperately she needed the 
group’s help. 

Today Lancaster is a stay-at-home mom 
who occasionally travels with ATTWN to 
tell her story — and with good reason. 

“T truly believe if it wasn’t for [Johnson] 
and her organization, I probably would not 
be alive today,” she declared. 


From Death to Life 
Louisiana registered nurse Shelley Guil- 
lory echoed those sentiments. Guillory, 
45, worked at the largest abortion clinic in 
the Pelican State, where, she told THE NEw 
AMERICAN, clients were “totally dehuman- 
ized. They were a dollar.” 

“And,” she added, “if anybody had a 
question or concern, we talked them into 
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Dear Abby: Former Planned Parenthood clinic director Abby Johnson founded And Then There 
Were None after other abortion clinic workers asked her for help escaping their jobs. 
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Quitting qualms: Abortion-clinic employees face many obstacles to leaving their jobs, including 


legal battles with their former employers and difficulties in finding new jobs. 


believing that this was the best thing for 
them.” 

Guillory said her job at the clinic “was 
always a conflict from day one,” but she 
was recruited when she was unemployed 
and “just convinced [her]self that [they] 
were providing a much-needed service.” 

As time passed, however, “I noticed that 
more and more I had to talk myself into 
going to work every day,” she recalled. 
Still, she kept showing up at the clinic. 

Then came what she called her “light- 
bulb moment”: Her son died at age 20. 
“And the emotional turmoil and grief that 
I went through having lost him, how could 
I continue to convince myself that these 
women didn’t feel the same way once [an 
abortion] was completed?” she said. 

After a three-month leave of absence, 
Guillory reluctantly returned to work. 
When a pro-life advocate handed her an 
ATTWN card as she entered the building, 
“T realized that clinic couldn’t start if I 
didn’t medicate, [and] I knew it was okay 
to leave that day,” she remembered. “So I 
left essentially my first day back to work.” 

ATTWN has been a “tremendous sup- 
port to me,” Guillory said. Among other 
things, the group “helped provide finan- 
cial services immediately when I left,” 
she stated. “They helped me with resumé- 
building, and they got me in touch with 
people in my area that were in the pro-life 
movement and doctors that I could get in 
contact with to find jobs.” Today Guillory 
still works as a nurse, saving lives rather 
than taking them. 
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Guillory said she has been to five 
ATTWN healing retreats, which she de- 
scribed as “very, very awesome.” The 
retreats, she explained, “give us the abil- 
ity to purge the things from the darkest of 
our days in an environment where we feel 
there is no judgment because we’ve all 
been there, we’ve all done it. And it gives 
us the ability to help people who have not 
talked about their story as much be com- 
fortable with coming out because until you 
can tell your own truth, you cannot begin 
to heal.” 

“T did not realize how much I was in a 
dark place until I came out,” she said. “The 
emotional turmoil and the person that I had 
transformed myself to become was so gut- 
wrenching for me that without [ATTWN’s] 
help, I don’t even think I would still be 
alive today. It was just that bad.” 


Stunning Success 

Lancaster and Guillory are just two of the 
440 abortion-clinic workers and seven 
full-time abortion doctors whom ATTWN 
has helped escape the abortion industry 
over the last six years, according to John- 
son. She told CBN News in January that 
she’d only expected to get about 10 to 
12 workers a year to quit because “it is a 
hard sell.” In addition to the higher-than- 
expected worker exodus, she told TNA, 
“We have had clinics close, temporar- 
ily and permanently, because of workers 
coming forward, speaking out, working 
with state officials on licensing issues and 
health violations.” 
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Unlike Planned Parenthood, ATTWN 
has achieved its success without a dime 
of government funding. Its operations 
are bankrolled by private donors who 
“believe in these redemption and conver- 
sion stories and want to tackle changing 
our culture from a different angle,” said 
Johnson. 

A large network of volunteers helps 
make those dollars go further. ATTWN 
has only a handful of staff members, 
more than a third of whom are volun- 
teers. Johnson donates her time as the 
organization’s CEO. 

Not content to rest on its laurels, 
ATTWN is expanding its outreach. The 
group is starting a speakers’ bureau and 
training former clinic workers to share 
their stories publicly. It is putting up bill- 
boards outside clinics, urging workers to 
contact ATTWN, a campaign that Johnson 
said has already had “some success.” And 
it has started a website, CheckMyClinic. 
org, that posts states’ clinic-inspection 
reports to “show the incredible deficien- 
cies inside of these abortion facilities,” 
such as “not properly sterilizing instru- 
ments being used woman-to-woman, not 
having licensed staff, [and] performing 
procedures that are outside their scope of 
practice,” Johnson explained. This is im- 
portant, she argued, because states, bow- 
ing to political pressure, tend to “do noth- 
ing” about these unsafe clinics, and both 
the public and the clinics’ clients “have a 
right to know.” 

ATTWN “is an awesome, awesome 
organization,” said Guillory. “It puts the 
abortion worker back in a human perspec- 
tive in the eyes of people in the pro-life 
movement.” 

“There absolutely need to be preg- 
nancy centers, there need to be people 
on the sidewalks that are advocating for 
the victims, but we are advocating for the 
victimizer,” averred Johnson, likening it 
to Christ’s salvation of the Apostle Paul, a 
former persecutor of Christians. “We are 
saying, ‘Listen, if there’s nobody willing 
to perform abortions anymore, that’s a 
good thing.’ If we can stigmatize working 
in an abortion clinic enough so that abor- 
tion clinics are having to close because 
they have no staff, that essentially will 
save people from being victims.” 

And that, after all, is what the pro-life 
movement is all about. 
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Certain Founding Fathers, such as George Washington and James Madison, are known to 
most Americans, but others who played dominant roles in shaping our country are obscure. 
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by Steve Byas 


Written Out of History: The Forgotten 
Founders Who Fought Big Government, 
by Senator Mike Lee, New York: Sentinel, 
2017, 232 pages, hardcover. 


henever Americans think of the 
“Founding Fathers,” the names 
of George Washington, Thom- 


as Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, John 
Adams, James Madison, and Benjamin 
Franklin spring quickly to mind. While 
Senator Mike Lee gives these men their 
due for their role in the creation of our 
constitutional republic, it is his contention 
that others who “fought big government” 
have been “written out of history.” In this 
fast-paced volume, Lee calls for greater 
recognition of the contributions to liberty 
and limited government made by Aaron 
Burr, Luther Martin, Elbridge Gerry, 
James Otis, and George Mason. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


In addition to these men, Lee also ex- 
amines the contributions made to Ameri- 
can concepts of federalism and liberty by 
individuals even less well-known, includ- 
ing the Iroquois leader Canasatego, play- 
wright Mercy Otis Warren, and the slave 
Mum Bett. 

Why did Lee write this book? Charg- 
ing that “progressive, big-government 
advocates like to politicize their history” 
because they “always seek more power,” 
they go about “changing the historical nar- 
rative to confer legitimacy.” An example 
Lee offers is how the Left has made some 
sort of progressive champion out of Alex- 
ander Hamilton. Lee challenges this mod- 

m “perversion” as he calls it. “Hamilton 
never envisioned — and certainly never 
favored — the sort of massive, intrusive, 
unaccountable federal government that 
today thrives in Washington, D.C.” 

For conservatives, perhaps the most sur- 
prising chapter involves Lee’s attempt to 
rehabilitate the reputation of Aaron Burr. 
While Hamilton and Jefferson were bitter 
political enemies, disagreeing on a host 
of issues, both came to despise Burr. For 
example, Hamilton said that even Burr’s 
friends “do not insist on his integrity,” and 
that “his conduct indicates [he seeks] Su- 
preme power in his own person.” For his 
part, Jefferson, at one time a political ally 
of Burr, came to describe him as a “crimi- 
nal,” and prosecuted him for treason. 

Despite all of that, Lee’s inclusion of 
Burr in this book is probably best ex- 
plained by the significance of Burr’s 
acquittal on a charge of treason. As Lee 
admits, “though he might well have con- 
spired against the United States in thought 
and speech,” no ‘overt act’ meant no con- 
viction. It’s not so much that Lee finds 
Burr to be some great hero of liberty and 
limited government, but that the prec- 
edent set by Burr’s acquittal (and thus 
Burr himself) is very important because it 
protects against such a charge from being 
used in a politically inspired way. 


For other persons in Lee’s book, their 
contributions in the struggle against “Big 
Government” were more direct. Lee seems 
to be sympathetic to those who wanted to 
keep the Articles of Confederation. 

Luther Martin was one of those who 
feared the replacement of the Articles of 
Confederation with a document that, in 
his opinion, gave far too much power to 
the federal government. As Lee wrote, 
“[Martin] wanted nothing whatsoever 
to do with such a powerful centralized 
government. To him, that would be trad- 
ing the yoke of one tyrant for the yoke 
of another — only one that would not be 
separated by an ocean.” 

At the constitutional convention, Mar- 
tin argued that republican government 
was “only suited to a small and compact 
territory” such as a state. He said that cor- 
ruption and harmful policies are easier to 
detect and eliminate in a state govern- 
ment, rather than in contending with a 
far-off distant government. But sadly, Lee 
laments, “There was no room for dissent 
that considered the downsides of ‘strong 
and energetic’ government,” adding, “In 
their dismissal and summary railroading 
of the dissenters for the sake of ‘prog- 
ress,’ the Federalist Founding Fathers 
showed a shade of single-mindedness 
that was not unlike that of modern-day 
progressives.” 

In the chapter on Canasatego, a leader 
in the Iroquois Indian Confederacy, Lee 
notes that Benjamin Franklin was influ- 
enced by his explanation of the merits of 
a confederated form of government. In 
the Six Nations of the Iroquois Confed- 
eracy, agreements were reached only after 
unanimous vote and the confederacy did 
not meddle in the internal governments of 
its member tribes. 

Mercy Otis Warren was the sister of 
James Otis, Jr., both of whom are included 
in Lee’s book. She married James Warren, 
the president of the Massachusetts Provin- 
cial Congress. 
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Mercy Otis Warren never took up arms 
in the American cause against Great Brit- 
ain, but rather took up the quill. She wrote 
plays, always making powerful political 
points in an entertaining way. The plays 
were really meant not to be performed, 
but read. 

After the winning of American inde- 
pendence, she did not abandon the cause 
of local self-government and individual 
liberty, however. She once again took up 
the quill, writing Observations on the New 
Constitution, and on the Federal and State 
Convention to challenge the ratification of 
the new Constitution because it contained 
no bill of rights. 

She complained that there were no well- 
defined limitations on the power of the 
federal judiciary, and also wrote a book on 
the American Revolution in which she was 
critical of John Adams and his supposed 
“threat” to make America a monarchy. 
This led to an angry exchange of letters 
with Adams, and it was several years be- 
fore the two reconciled in 1812, through 
the efforts of Abigail Adams. 

Since she often wrote under the as- 
sumed name of A Columbian Patriot, it 
was not known until 140 years later that 
she authored Observations. That was dis- 
covered by a descendant, Charles Warren. 
At the time people guessed it was another 
patriot, Elbridge Gerry, who had written 
many of her polemical masterpieces. 

Who was Gerry? 

Gerry, along with George Mason, ar- 
gued against passing the Constitution 
before the convention adjourned, largely 
because there was no bill of rights. Al- 
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though Gerry sympathized with those 
who wanted revisions to the Articles of 
Confederation, he believed that he was 
elected to the convention “for the sole 
and express purpose of revising the Ar- 
ticles of Confederation,” and that Virgin- 
ians such as James Madison and Virginia 
Governor Edmund Randolph were dis- 
obeying their unambiguous mandate. 

Still, Gerry opted to stay in Philadelphia 
and defend the basic principles of repub- 
lican government. More than any other 
delegate, he fought the proposal to allow 
a president to have an absolute veto. He 
challenged the supporters of the Virginia 
Plan for a strong “national” government 
by insisting they use the term “United 
States” instead. He pushed for frequent 
elections to the proposed House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Gerry was chairman of the committee 
that reached the “Great Compromise” of 
the convention, which combined two plans 
— one, the Virginia, or Large-State Plan, 
which created two houses of Congress, 
both elected according to population, and 
two, the New Jersey, or Small-State Plan, 
which insisted upon retaining one house of 
Congress, in which all states, regardless of 
population, would have an equal vote. He 
and his fellow committee members merged 
them into the institution of the Congress 
actually created by the convention, one di- 
vided into a House and a Senate. 

While unhappy with the resulting com- 
promise, Gerry explained there was no al- 
ternative. “If we do not come to agreement 
among ourselves, some foreign sword will 
probably do the work for us.” 


Finally, Gerry was concerned about 
many other aspects of the Constitution, in- 
cluding the possibility of an “oppressive” 
judiciary emerging. He was later disturbed 
when Madison opted to remove the word 
“expressly” from the 10th Amendment. 
He pushed for adding “expressly” be- 
tween “not” and “delegated,” which now 
reads, “The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor pro- 
hibited by it to the states, are reserved to 
the states respectively, or to the people.” 

And it was Gerry who agitated the most 
for what became the Second Amendment 
to the Constitution. He also insisted on in- 
clusion of an amendment that came to be 
known as the Fourth Amendment. 

The man most responsible for the Fourth 
Amendment was a man who was not even 
there — James Otis, Jr., the brother of 
Mercy Otis Warren. In 1761, Otis took on 
the “writs of assistance” of the British gov- 
ernment. These writs allowed British cus- 
toms agents to basically pillage through all 
the personal property of any American. Ar- 
guing against the writs in court, Otis said, 
“Now, one of the most essential branches 
of English liberty is the freedom of one’s 
house. A man’s home is his castle; and 
whilst he is quiet, he is as well guarded as a 
prince in his castle.” 

Otis’ powerful words were cited when, 
years later, the Fourth Amendment was 
added to the bill of rights. Lee asks his 
readers to imagine that if Otis did not like 
the British writs of assistance, what would 
he think of the FISA court today? 

Another person who used the courts to 
advance the cause of individual liberty 
was the Massachusetts slave Mum Bett, 
who won her freedom in a case that led to 
the downfall of slavery in that colony. Fi- 
nally, there is George Mason, a delegate at 
the constitutional convention, who said he 
would rather cut off his hand than use it to 
sign the document without a bill of rights. 

“America is at a crossroads,” Lee con- 
cludes his book. “The time is coming when 
the people will need to decide whether to 
rededicate themselves to our country’s 
founding constitutional principles, or to 
continue down a path of increased execu- 
tive power and a permanent redefinition 
of the American Republic. To truly under- 
stand that choice, we must heed the words 
of our forgotten founders — we must write 
them back into history.” 
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Engagement-ring Contest 


Steven Crocker of Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
turned a heartbreaking moment in his life 
into something positive for someone else. 

Crocker planned to propose to his long- 
time girlfriend and bought a $1,700 en- 
gagement ring. But in November, just one 
month before he planned to propose, the 
relationship ended. 

“TI was very sad,” Crocker told today. 
com. “My mom knew that, so when I was 
at work, she took the ring and put it some- 
where I wouldn’t be able to look at it.” 

For months, Crocker couldn’t bear to 
look at the ring, but by March, he knew he 
had to unload it so that the breakup would 
not continue to haunt him. 

He tried to sell the ring, but learned that 
it had already depreciated in value, despite 
having never been worn. 

Rather than accept a low-ball offer for 
the ring, he decided he would do some- 
thing that would benefit one lucky couple. 
He started a contest on his Facebook page 
on March 5: 


I don’t want to give it away to just 
anyone. I want to give it to a guy or 
girl who is so in love with their sig- 
nificant other and wants to take the 
next step but cannot afford a ring. 
I don’t think that anyone on MY 
friends list falls in that category, but 
someone out there does, which is 
why sharing this post is very much 
appreciated. I’ll send it anywhere 
in the US where someone is head- 
over-heels. 

I am very aware of the possibility 
of being scammed for a free ring, but 
since this is about love I’m going to 
try to look past that. 

Anyone who fits the above de- 
scription of who I’m looking to 
give the ring to can email a video 
telling me why you deserve it (ste- 
venmcrocker46@gmail.com). Show 
me pictures of you and your sig- 
nificant other, tell me how you fell 
in love, tell me their favorite color; 
whatever you think will convince me 
of sending this ring to you. I'll sit 
down with some friends one day and 
we’ll pick a lucky person. 
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The response was enormous. Within a 
few days, Crocker received nearly 1,000 
e-mails and over 100 Facebook messages 
from all over the world. In an effort to be 
fair, Crocker announced he was not going 
to pick a winner until he read all of the 
responses. To make things a bit easier, 
he later made March 16 the deadline for 
submission. 

“I would love to receive love stories 
forever, but at some point I have to pick 
someone to win the ring!” he posted on his 
Facebook page. 

By April 6, Crocker e-mailed 60 final- 
ists out of over 1,800 submissions, asking 
them to submit more information to help 
him make his final choice. 

On April 23, Crocker posted on his 
Facebook page that a winner had been se- 
lected, but that no announcement would be 
made until after the proposal took place. 
After all, Crocker did not want to blow the 
big surprise for the lucky couple. Crocker 
did contact the winner privately and let 
him know, since he would need the ring 
before the proposal. Here’s hoping the 
winner gets a “yes.” 

“It’s not the fanciest ring in the world 
but it can potentially make someone very 
happy for the rest of their life,” Crocker 
told the Virginian-Pilot. 

What a great way to turn a sorrow- 
ful situation into something positive for 
someone else. 


Home Is Where the Heart Is 
— Specifically Hawaii 


Nearly six years ago, Mary Keulana-Ri- 
otutar left her family in Hawaii to attend 
Laredo Community College in Laredo, 
Texas, on a volleyball scholarship, and 
had not seen them since. 

Waitressing at Cheddar’s Scratch Kitch- 
en in Laredo to support herself, she found 
herself missing her family more than ever 
but without the means to purchase a plane 
ticket to travel back to Hawaii. Fortunate- 
ly, she’s surrounded by co-workers with 
hearts of gold. 

Employees at the restaurant bought Ri- 
otutar a plane ticket and captured the en- 
tire moment in which they presented her 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


with the gift in a video that has gone viral 
on Facebook, Spotlight Stories reported. 

The video shows the whole Cheddar’s 
team gathered in the kitchen to make the 
announcement, and Riotutar’s co-workers 
can be seen reading speeches praising her 
hard work and positive spirit. 

“Mary, you do so much for this com- 
pany and for all of us as a family. You 
pull doubles and dedicate yourself to this 
place,” one employee read. 

Another co-worker read, “You’ve been 
a great friend to all of us.... Thank you for 
being there with the smiles and the sup- 
port. I wish you the very best. Good luck 
in your trip home.” 

At first, Riotutar was confused, because 
she had not planned a trip home. But when 
the employees presented her with a white 
envelope, she knew instantly what they’d 
done. 

The video shows an emotional Rio- 
tutar, clearly in a state of disbelief at 
the fortune that just befell her. “I don’t 
even know what to say,” she told her col- 
leagues. “I love you all. Thank you guys 
so much.” 

Riotutar later took to Facebook to ex- 
press her gratitude for the gift, and at- 
tached the video capturing all of it. 

“There are no words to express my 
gratitude,” she wrote. “I'll start by say- 
ing if you all know me I’m not from Lar- 
edo, I’m from Hawaii & well I haven’t 
been home in about 5 or 6 years. I miss 
my mom, my family, the food, the aloha, 
EVERYTHING & well i talk about it like 
ALL THE TIME.” 

“As I’m typing this I can’t even find 
the words to describe how I feel or how to 
thank each & every person who pitched in 
for ME,” she added. 

Riotutar explained that if it weren’t 
for the support of her co-workers, she 
would not have been able to survive so 
long without seeing her family. “To me 
my job isn’t just a plain & boring job. 
I’ve always loved working here,” she 
wrote on Facebook. “I guess the only 
reason why i survived this long without 
my blood family, my momma is because 
of these blessed souls & my best friends 
out of work.” 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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The Anti-Federalist Papers 
MATook at the clashes and compromises that gave birth to our form 
of government. (2003ed, 406pp, pb, 1/$7.99ea; 2+/$6.99ea) BKAFP 


The Federalist Papers 
A brilliant defense of the Constitution of the United States by 
Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay. (1999ed, 
606pp, pb, 1/$6.99ea; 2+/$5.99ea) BKFP 


Colonial Origins of the American Constitution 
“Local government in colonial America was the seedbed of 
American constitutionalism:? So begins the introductory essay to 
this landmark collection of 80 documents created by American 
colonists that are the genesis of American fundamental law and con- 
stitutionalism. (1998, 396pp, pb, 1/$14.95ea; 2+/$13.95ea) BKCOAC 


Miracle at Philadelphia 


Catherine Drinker Bowen rediscovers the timeless story of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1787. (1986ed, 346pp, pb, $16.95ea) BKMP 


View of the Constitution of the United States 
Published in 1803 by a distinguished patriot and jurist, View of the 
Constitution of the United States represents the earliest extended 
commentary on the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. Written 
from the perspective that the federal government is an agent of 
a sovereign people, St. George Tucker’s work continues to add to 
our understanding of the Founding Fathers’ original intentions. 
(1999ed, 478pp, pb, 1/$14.95ea; 2-4/$13.95ea; 5+/$12.95ea) BKVCUS 


Give Me Liberty: The Uncompromising 
Statesmanship of Patrick Henry 


This examination of Patrick Henry’s life, compiled in a hard- 
bound edition, reveals Patrick Henry to be a true American patriot 
and hero. He was both a brilliant orator and revered statesman 
whose love of liberty helped fuel the fire of the American War for 
Independence. (1997, 285pp, hb, 1/$33.95ea; 2+/$30.95ea) BKGML 


America’s Godly Heritage — DVD 
This video provides excerpts from court cases showing that for 
160 years Christian principles were officially and legally insepa- 
rable from American public life. (2008, approx 60min, cased DVD, 
$19.95) DVDAGH 
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Karl Marx 


The Father of Communism? 


Though Karl Marx is credited with devising communism — in response to the conditions of 
the working poor — the ideology was taught to him mainly by wealthy intellectuals. 


by Steve Byas 


in a London slum to do a routine check on a political exile, 
a German socialist named Karl Marx. In his report, we get 
a glimpse of the man who is regarded as the “Father of Com- 
munism,” and whose 200th birthday anniversary falls on May 5. 

Marx “lives in one of the worst, therefore one of the cheapest, 
neighborhoods in London. He occupies two rooms. The room 
looking out on the street is the parlor, and the bedroom is at the 
back. There is not one clean or decent piece of furniture in either 
room, but everything is broken, tattered or torn, with thick dust 
over everything and the greatest untidiness everywhere.” 

He noted that there were “manuscripts, books and newspapers, 
as well as the children’s toys, odds and ends and his wife’s sewing 
basket, cups with broken rims, dirty spoons, knives and forks, 
lamps, an ink-pot, tumblers, some Dutch clay-pipes, tobacco 
ashes — all in a pile on the same table.” 

It is hard to imagine that this was the home of a man who — 
ostensibly on his own — invented communism, a revolutionary 
belief that has led to totalitarian regimes and continues to inspire 
political turmoil in our own country. As we shall see, while Marx 
is certainly a central figure in the worldwide communist move- 
ment that still negatively impacts our world today, he was by no 
means the originator of “communism.” 

And while Marx’s humble circumstances described here would 
seem to lend credence to the misconception that communism 
arose from a desperate working class suffering from “capitalist 
overlords” during the early supposedly dark days of the Industrial 
Revolution, the reality is far different. Karl Marx, like almost 
all socialist revolutionaries, sprang from academia and self-pro- 
claimed intellectual secret societies, not from factories. Before 
getting into the ideological roots of the communist movement 
that Marx is falsely accredited with starting, let’s explore Karl 
Marx’s life and circumstances. 


Karl Marx, the Man 
Marx was born in Trier, in the German Confederation, on May 
5, 1818. His was not a “working-class” family. Both his mother 
and father were descended from scholars, professionals, and Jew- 
ish rabbis. His father, Heinrich, defected from the Jewish faith 
and joined the Lutherans. This appears to have been more of an 
economic expediency rather than a religious conversion, as Jews 
had recently been banned from the practice of law by the Prussian 
government that then ran the Rhineland region. 

His was a lucrative legal practice, which really began to grow 
in the 1820s. His income in 1831 placed him in the top five per- 
cent of the city. Heinrich Marx was an advocate of several En- 


I] n 1853, a British official knocked on the door of a dwelling 
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Library of Congress 


lightenment thinkers, including Voltaire, from whose works he 
would often read aloud to young Karl. When Karl was placed in 
a university-preparatory school in 1830, it was a privilege only 
open to about a quarter of the population of the city. A number 
of the school’s graduates later became leftists, perhaps inspired 
by school directors, some of whom were eventually imprisoned 
for radical activities. 

Marx was sent off to the University of Bonn to follow in his 
father’s profession of law, and while he attended lectures faithfully, 
he spent much of his time (as is the case with many college students 
away from their parents’ direct supervision) at the Tavern Club, 
getting intoxicated and fighting. The next year, Marx’s father sent 
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Karl Marx, like almost all socialist revolutionaries, sprang from 
academia and self-proclaimed intellectual secret societies, not from 


factories. 


him to the University of Berlin, where Marx 
became a much more serious student — 
switching his study from law to philosophy. 

It was also where Marx was introduced 
to a host of left-wing radical ideas. He 
quickly became a devotee of the philoso- 
phy of Georg Wilhelm Hegel, and his ideas 
on “dialectics.” Put simply, this theory pos- 
tulated that repeated interaction with a new 
framework of perception would lead to a 
new framework, and that the process would 
repeat itself over and over. As part of his 
role as a so-called scientist, Marx would 
borrow heavily from Hegel the 
concept of dialectical material- 
ism and apply it to his belief that 
communism was the wave of the 
future. According to Marx, soci- 
eties before his envisioned com- 
munist society were systemically 
unstable. Thus, the status quo, 
which he called the thesis, would 
run into a conflicting motion, 
which he termed the antithesis. 
This collision would result in a 
synthesis, which would become 
the new thesis, and the process 
would begin again. 

An understanding of this 
belief is important in explain- 
ing how the Left continues to 
advance. They favor a change 
to the existing order, imposed 
by government or society upon 
individuals. The resistance usu- 
ally leads to a compromise, or a 
synthesis. Soon, however, those 
on the left are not satisfied with 
the new thesis, and they ask 
for more. Then, after 10 or 20 
years, “conservatives” wonder 
why the Left has achieved all 
that they had wanted only a few 
years before. Examples of this 
tried-and-true method of the 
Left should be obvious, if one 
follows any news at all. 

Later, when Marx developed 
what he called “Scientific So- 
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cialism,” or communism, he would make 
use of Hegel’s philosophy. 

His introduction to Hegel came largely 
from the Young Hegelians, so named more 
for their ideological views than their age. 
The term “young” had come into vogue in 
Europe following the 1830 French Revolu- 
tion. It referred to a generational transition 
to anew political radicalism, based largely 
on nostalgia for the supposedly great days 
of the 1789 French Revolution. The Ital- 
ian revolutionary Guiseppe Mazzini led a 
secret society known as Young Italy. There 


, a HElin ae 
Leftist strategizing: Karl Marx made use of Georg Hegel’s ideas on 
dialectical materialism, which explained that constant small-scale 
conflict, caused by material needs, could lead to wholesale change. 
Marx believed this process would eventually lead to the gradual 
acceptance of communism. 


was even a corresponding “Young Amer- 
ica” movement at the time. 

It was not the only radical influence 
upon the impressionable young college stu- 
dent. His professor of legal history, Edward 
Gans, was an advocate of the Saint Simo- 
nians, early French socialists, with their 
ideas of collective rather than private own- 
ership of industry, with economic planning 
taking the place of the free market. Much 
of Marx’s future Communist Manifesto re- 
veals the heavy influence of Gans’ writings. 

Also at Berlin, Marx was introduced to 
a militant atheism that sharply shaped his 
version of socialism the rest of his life. 
Hegel disciple David Friedrich Strauss, a 
professor at the liberal theological seminary 
in Tubingen, had written The Life of Jesus 
Theologically Examined in 1835, in which 
he claimed that the gospel stories were 
only mythical projections. The book was 
very much in discussion during 
Marx’s time in Berlin. 

Another lecturer at Berlin who 
greatly influenced Marx was 
Bruno Bauer, who wrote Histori- 
cal Criticism of the Synoptic Gos- 
pels in 1841. In this book, Bauer 
argued that the gospel accounts 
of the life of Christ were nothing 
but pious forgeries, going so far 
as to claim that Jesus had never 
even existed. Bauer developed a 
close relationship with Marx, and 
they even planned to launch a 
magazine together devoted to the 
promotion of atheistic thought, 
but the project failed to attract a 
sufficient number of investors. 

For Marx, religion was “the 
opiate of the people,” a phrase he 
borrowed from his mentor Bauer. 
By this, he meant that it kept 
the people sedated so that they 
would not rise up and change 
their condition. In his atheism, 
Marx hated not only Christianity, 
but the Jewish religion, as well. 
In fact, he believed the Jews had 
corrupted Christianity. “What 
is the worldly cult of the Jew? 
Huckstering. What is his world- 
ly god? Money,” he later wrote 
about Jews. Marx once attacked 
a fellow socialist who disagreed 
with him with a vicious anti- 
Semitic and racist tirade. “It is 
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now perfectly clear to me,” he wrote to fel- 
low socialist Friedrich Engels in reference 
to his opponent, “that, as the shape of his 
head and the growth of his hair indicates, he 
is descended from the Negroes who joined 
in Moses’ flight from Egypt.... This union 
of Jew and German on a Negro base was 
bound to produce an extraordinary hybrid.” 

When Bauer moved on to the Universi- 
ty of Bonn, he recruited Marx to join him 
there as a fellow professor. Marx finished 
his thesis to obtain a doctorate in philoso- 
phy — a thesis in which he proudly pro- 
claimed his hard-core atheistic position by 
writing, “I hate all the gods!” — but time 
had expired to present it in Berlin. Instead, 
he was able to get it accepted at the Uni- 
versity of Jena, which did not require a 
formal defense of one’s thesis. 

Doctorate in hand by early 1841, Marx 
began preparing his lectures for Bonn, 
where a job apparently awaited him due 
to Bauer’s influence, but then Bauer was 
abruptly dismissed from the university for 
his radical views. In addition to the attempt 
to create an atheist magazine, Bauer and 
Marx had collaborated on a parody mock- 
ing Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
Evidently the two had decided to rent don- 
keys and gallop into the village of Godes- 
berg on Easter Sunday. When word of these 
antics reached the university administra- 
tion, they were not amused. The action was 
the principal cause for his firing. 

With his hopes for an academic career 
dashed, Marx attempted to make money 
as a journalist, writing for the Rhineland 
News. According to Jonathan Sperber, in 
his Karl Marx: A Nineteenth-Century Life, 
this brought Marx “into contact with com- 
munist ideas.” Moses Hess, an adherent of 
Henride Saint-Simon’s beliefs in collective 
ownership, provided some stock for the 
newspaper, where Marx was employed for 
a few months as the editor. Marx came into 
contact with communist ideas from both 
the contents of the publication itself and the 
views of its publishers and writers. 

Enter Friedrich Engels, who is regarded 
as the only close friend Marx ever had. The 
son of a textile manufacturer who owned 
factories in both Germany and England, 
Engels came to reject his own father’s de- 
vout Christianity and his stature as a fac- 
tory owner. After reading Strauss’ Life of 
Jesus, Engels became a follower of Hegel 
and atheism, and eventually, communism. 
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His everything: The loyal friendship of Friedrich Engels (standing, left) was critical to the ability 
of Karl Marx to advance his revolutionary philosophy and to his eventual success. Engels not only 
supported Marx financially, he also collaborated with Marx on many of his books and essays, 
including The Communist Manifesto. \t appears that Engels was the closest friend of Marx's life. 


Even before Engels had even met Marx, 
he admired the man, traveling to Paris in 
1844 (where Marx was then living) for the 
chance to visit him. 

Writing an introduction to an edition of 
the Communist Manifesto, Stephen Ton- 
sor, a professor at the University of Michi- 
gan, wrote of their relationship, “The se- 
cret of Friedrich Engels’ long friendship 
with Marx lay in Engels’ willingness to 
play a totally subservient role.” 

But it was a critical role, as it was in the 
summer of 1845 that Marx and Engels trav- 
eled to England to do research on English 
political economists at the Manchester Pub- 
lic Library. On their way back to Brussels 
(Marx had to relocate frequently to keep 
one step ahead of the authorities, who often 
jailed those with such subversive ideas), 
they stopped in London, where Engels in- 
troduced Marx to some English and Ger- 
man radicals whom he had met the previous 
year — members of the League of the Just. 

The League of the Just was a secret so- 
ciety comprised of a mixture of working- 
class and educated radicals, a group that 
followed the Jacobin radicalism of the 
French Revolution, adding socialist vari- 
ants. One member, Karl Schapper, had 
gotten involved in radical politics while 
a student at the University of Giesseu in 


the 1830s, and eventually developed close 
ties with the Italian radical Mazzini, an or- 
ganizer of various clandestine subversive 
groups, such as the Carbonari. 

The league told Marx and Engels that 
their goal was to unite the socialist move- 
ments across Europe. Inspired by the 
thought, Marx soon founded the Commu- 
nist Committee on Correspondence, but 
this effort was largely unsuccessful. He 
continued his sporadic writing for publica- 
tion, arguing in one article that a true com- 
munist society could only become possible 
following a period of industrialization and 
capitalism. His means of achieving his so- 
cialist utopia was beginning to take shape. 

By 1847, Marx had become more deeply 
involved with the League of the Just in Lon- 
don. The group wanted to transform from 
a secret society advocating a revolution- 
ary conspiracy to open propaganda. Their 
slogan of “All Men Are Brothers” was 
replaced by Schapper’s “Proletarians of 
all countries unite!” Most importantly for 
Marx and Engels, the two were commis- 
sioned to write The Communist Manifesto, 
as the group had changed its name to the 
Communist League. 

As mentioned at the beginning of the arti- 
cle, communist ideas did not originate with 
Karl Marx. Rather, they were introduced to 
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him. So what are the ideological roots of 
communism, if they do not lie with Marx? 


Origins of the Communist Movement 

Early communists drew much of their in- 
spiration from the radicalism of certain phi- 
losophers of the Enlightenment and the re- 
sulting French Revolution. As Dave Breese 
notes in his Seven Men Who Rule the World 
From the Grave, Mikhail Gorbachev said 
in 1989, “The glorious accomplishments of 
the socialist world revolution were based 
on two great events in history.” One was 
obviously the Bolshevik Revolution in 
1917, but the other cited by Gorbachev was 
the 1789 French Revolution. 

Before the French Revolution, secret 
societies of all sorts preached radical doc- 
trines that were implemented during the 
Reign of Terror. Marx’s own father admired 
French radicals Voltaire and Rousseau, and 
Marx lifted his famous proclamation “The 
proletarians have nothing to lose but their 
chains” from French radical Jean-Paul 
Marat, a prominent Jacobin and atheist. 

Along with the Jacobins, another secret 
society that has long been accused of hav- 
ing played an important role in bringing 
on the French Revolution is the [luminati. 
Founded by Adam Weishaupt in German 
Bavaria on May 1, 1776 (ironically an im- 
portant date for devotees of international 
communism today), the secret society held 
to many of the views still held today by 
radicals of all stripes — establishment of 
anew world order, abolition of all national 
governments, abolition of inheritance, ab- 
olition of private property, abolition of the 
family, and abolition of all religions. The 
ideas are strikingly similar to those found 
in The Communist Manifesto. 

The order was officially suppressed 
in 1785, but its members and their ideas 
continued to exist. Certainly their ideas 
were shared by other radical clubs, such 
as the Jacobins, and it was those ideas that 
brought on the French Revolution. Once in 
power, the radicals did their best to uproot 


a >, : om — : : 
Sowing unrest and violence: In 1848, revolutions broke out in Berlin and across Europe. While 


these efforts were important to the cause of revolutionary socialism, the revolutions ultimately 
failed to establish any communist states in Europe. 


society, particularly attacking the Chris- 
tian religion, attempting to replace it with 
the worship of “reason.” 

No less a personage than George Wash- 
ington made it clear in a letter written in 
1798 that he believed the spirit of Jaco- 
binism and the Illuminati still existed — 
which would mean that he believed that 
they were in existence to bring on the 
French Revolution in 1789. 

At the conclusion of the First World 
War in 1919, an openly communist group 
calling itself the Spartacist League, 
which drew its inspiration from the Bol- 
shevik Revolution that had established a 
communist dictatorship in Russia, made 
a bold effort to impose a communist re- 
gime in Bavaria. The effort failed, but it 
is noteworthy that the name Spartacus, 
referencing the leader of a slave re- 
volt during the time of the Roman Em- 
pire, was also the code name for Adam 
Weishaupt, the founder of the Bavarian 
Illuminati. 

Clearly, the 1919 revolutionaries drew 
a connection between communism and 
the Illuminati. Perhaps this association 
inspired Winston Churchill to draw some 
conclusions of this own, in 1920: “From 


His professor of legal history, Edward Gans, was an advocate of the 


Saint Simonians, early French socialists, with their ideas of collective 


rather than private ownership of industry, with economic planning 


taking the place of the free market. 
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the days of Spartacus-Weishaupt ... to 
those of Karl Marx ... this world-wide 
conspiracy for the overthrow of civiliza- 
tion and for the reconstitution of society 
on the basis of arrested development, 
of envious malevolence and impossible 
equality, has been steadily growing. It 
played a definitely recognizable role in the 
tragedy of the French Revolution. It has 
been the mainspring of every subversive 
movement during the nineteenth century.” 

William Mcllhany, who died in 2017, 
was a dogged researcher into these con- 
nections, and he contended that in the 
early 1800s, the Illuminati branched out 
into other secret societies, such as Filippo 
Michele Buonarroti’s Sublime Perfect 
Masters and Louis Auguste Blanqui’s So- 
ciety of the Seasons. Members of these 
two organizations also were part of the 
League of the Just, which hired Marx and 
Engels to write The Communist Manifesto. 


The Communist Manifesto 
Marx no doubt drew upon multiple sourc- 
es to produce the tract for which he is 
most famous, The Communist Manifesto, 
including radical societies such as the Il- 
luminati, but its contents can be seen in 
the platforms of politicians today, many of 
whom would protest hotly if called com- 
munists, or even just Marxists. 

The following are often referred to as 
the “planks” of the Manifesto: 


Abolition of all property in land and 


application of all rents of land to pub- 
lic purposes; 
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A heavy progressive or graduated 
income tax; 

Abolition of all rights of inheri- 
tance; 

Confiscation of the property of all 
emigrants and rebels; 

Centralization of credit in the 
hands of the State, by means of a na- 
tional bank with State capital and an 
exclusive monopoly; 

Centralization of the means of 
communication and transport in the 
hands of the State; 

Extension of factories and instru- 
ments of production owned by the 
State, the bringing into cultivation of 
waste lands, and the improvement of 
the soil generally in accordance with 
a common plan; 

Equal liability of all to labor. Es- 
tablishment of industrial armies, es- 
pecially for agriculture; 

Combining of agriculture with 
manufacturing industries; gradual 
abolition of the distinction between 
town and country, by a more equi- 
table distribution of population over 
the country. [This plank, requiring 
the forced movement of human be- 
ings, was actually attempted in Com- 
munist Cambodia by Pol Pot, with 
genocidal results. ] 

Free education for all children in 
public schools. Abolition of chil- 
dren’s factory labor in its present 
form. Combination of education with 
industrial production, etc., etc. 


It should be obvious, from even a cursory 
reading of the planks, that “Marxism” is 
not just an abstract philosophy of a 19th- 
century philosopher, but is very much 
alive and well. The United States adopted 
a progressive and graduated income tax 
with the 16th Amendment in 1913, the 
same year we adopted the fifth plank, a 
national bank, via creation of the Federal 
Reserve System. After all, the president 
at the time, Woodrow Wilson, had as his 
most trusted advisor a man (Colonel Ed- 
ward House) who had advocated “Social- 
ism as dreamed of by Karl Marx.” 

Over the next several years after writing 
The Communist Manifesto, Marx and En- 
gels made speeches, organized, and wrote 
prolifically in an effort to bring about the 
world socialist revolution. In 1867, Marx 
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and Engels produced Das Kapital (or at 
least the first volume of what was envi- 
sioned to be a three-volume work, argu- 
ing the “scientific” case for communism), 
asserting that the communist revolution 
would occur in the more industrialized 
nations first. 

As Engels wrote in the preface to the 
1888 edition of The Communist Mani- 
festo, remarking on the similarities and 
differences between socialism and com- 
munism, as the two were seen at the time, 


Thus the history of the Manifesto 
reflects the history of the modern 
working-class movement.... 

Yet, when it was written, we could 
not have called it a socialist mani- 
festo. By Socialists, in 1847, were 
understood, on the one hand the ad- 
herents of the various Utopian sys- 
tems: Owenites in England, Fourier- 
ists in France, both of them already 
reduced to the position of mere sects, 
and gradually dying out; on the other 
hand, the most multifarious social 
quacks who, by all manner of tinker- 
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ing, professed to redress, without any 
danger to capital and profit, all sorts 
of social grievances, in both cases 
men outside the working-class move- 
ment, and looking rather to the “edu- 
cated” classes for support. Whatever 
portion of the working class had be- 
come convinced of the insufficiency 
of mere political revolutions, and had 
proclaimed the necessity of total so- 
cial change, called itself Communist. 
It was a crude, rough-hewn, purely 
instinctive sort of communism; still, 
it touched the cardinal point and was 
powerful enough amongst the work- 
ing class to produce the Utopian 
communism of Cabet in France, and 
of Weitling in Germany. Thus, in 
1847, socialism was a middle-class 
movement, communism a working- 
class movement. Socialism was, on 
the Continent at least, “respectable”; 
communism was the very opposite. 
And as our notion, from the very 
beginning, was that “the emancipa- 
tion of the workers must be the act of 
the working class itself,” there could 
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Author, not creator: Because of Karl Marx’s authorship of The Communist Manifesto, many 
today mistakenly refer to Marx as the “founder” of communism. Actually, Marx was hired by the 
mysterious League of the Just to write the platform of the Communist Party they were creating. 
Karl Marx also worked on Das Kapital, which made the “academic” case for “scientific” socialism, 
or what is now called communism, but he died after completing the first volume. It was left to his 


friend Engels to complete the work. 
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be no doubt as to which of the two 
names we must take. 


There had always been a ruling class, 
lording it over the unfortunate ruled class, 
Marx argued. Eventually, however, he be- 
lieved, there would be an uprising of the 
workers, or proletariat, against the ruling 
class, which Marx called the bourgeoi- 
sie, leading to a “dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat.” Because Marx recognized that 
human beings were not inclined to share 
their property with others on the basis of 
“from each according to his ability to each 
according to his needs,” he believed there 
would be an indefinite time period of re- 
education required. 

At some time in the future, the state 
would then “wither away,” to be replaced 


by true communism, with no government, 
in which those who had more would vol- 
untarily share with those who had less. 

Marx put it this way: “If the proletariat 
during its contest with the bourgeoisie is 
compelled, by the force of circumstanc- 
es, to organize itself as a class; if, by 
means of revolution, it makes itself the 
ruling class, and, as such sweeps away 
by force the old conditions of produc- 
tion, then it will, along with these con- 
ditions, have swept away the conditions 
for the existence of class antagonisms, 
and of classes generally, and will thereby 
have established its own supremacy as a 
class.” 

Any honest, thinking person can quick- 
ly spot the fallacy inherent in such an 
ideology. Would anyone actually expect 


The ideology didn’t die with him: Soviet dictator 


Nikita Khrushchev visited the grave of Karl 
Marx in London’s Highgate Cemetery in 1956. 
While communists since Marx’s death have 


afforded him a central status as the “founder” of 
communism, when Marx died in 1883, only six 
people were at his funeral. About 40 years later, 
his views were modified by Vladimir Lenin and 


implemented in the new Soviet Union. 


the immensely powerful “total state” of a 
communist system to eventually “wither 
away” and bring forth a classless utopia? 

At the 1864 International Working- 
men’s Association (often called The First 
International), Russian anarchist Mikhail 
Bakunin listened to Marx’s assertions of 
the need for a “dictatorship of the proletar- 
iat,” and asked, “Tf the proletariat is ruling, 
over whom will it rule? ... If there exists 
a State, there is inevitable domination.... 
Can it really be that the entire proletariat 
will stand at the head of the administra- 
tion? ... There are about 40 million Ger- 
mans. Will all 40 million really be mem- 
bers of the government?” 

As though he were peering into the fu- 
ture and seeing the gulags of the Soviet 
Union or the Cultural Revolution of Mao, 
Bakunin presciently said, “They say that 
such a yoke — dictatorship is a transitional 
step towards achieving full freedom for the 
people. And so, in order to free the masses 
of people, they first have to be enslaved!” 


The Last Days of Karl Marx 

“The closing years for Karl Marx were 
sterile, lonely ones,” wrote W. Cleon 
Skousen in The Naked Communist. Two 
of his daughters committed suicide. His 
own health declined rapidly, particularly 
after his longsuffering wife, Jenny, died 
of cancer in 1881. That was followed by 
the unexpected death of another daughter. 
Two months later, he died, on March 18, 
1883, while sitting alone in his chair. He 
was only 64 years old. 

He was buried at Highgate Cemetery in 
London, where his longtime friend Fried- 
rich Engels read a funeral oration to the 
half-dozen mourners. His remarks were, 
as expected, quite complimentary of his 
friend and communist ally. 

At the time of his death, it appeared that 
the socialist tide had ebbed. Yet, to the 
east, in Russia, there were those who took 
up his cause and eventually established 
the first communist state. Others — in 
China, Vietnam, Cuba, and elsewhere — 
would move to implement his fallacious 
theories in the next century, and the next. 

It is uncertain how the world would be 
different today had Karl Marx never been 
born, or if his life had taken a different 
path, but we can safely say that the world 
is different today because of him, and not 
for the better. Hi 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


No One Ever 
Said Criminals Were Smart 


Chron.com out of Houston reported on 
April 17 about a firearm store in the Me- 
morial area that has been targeted by crim- 
inals on multiple occasions. The store, Full 
Armor Gun Range, has a long history of 
burglary attempts, with a recent one tak- 
ing place last January. After that incident, 
the store owners decided to have a secu- 
rity guard stay overnight and keep watch 
over the store, but it wouldn’t be long be- 
fore criminals again tried to burglarize the 
store. In an incident on April 16, burglars 
driving a U-Haul truck crashed into the 
store in an effort to break in. The suspects 
quickly fled the scene when they were un- 
able to gain access. 

Police were just beginning to investi- 
gate that U-Haul attack when criminals 
once again targeted the store. The secu- 
rity guard working overnight at the store 
witnessed a car quickly drive up and three 
men hurry out. The three men then began 
trying to break in to the store through the 
main entrance. Before they were able to 
bust the door open, the security guard 
opened fire on the burglary suspects. 
From the initial reporting, it wasn’t clear 
if the suspects returned fire, but the se- 
curity guard appeared to be a good shot, 
as his bullets apparently hit the suspects. 
The injured burglars ran back to their ve- 
hicle and drove off, but they didn’t get far 
before they crashed their car. The security 
guard quickly dialed 911 to report what 
had occurred, and the responding officers 
discovered the crashed vehicle, as well as 
its three occupants suffering from gun- 
shot wounds. 

Houston Police Department Lieuten- 
ant Larry Crowson questioned why these 
criminals seemed to keep trying to break 
in to the store at night when the owners 
locked all the guns up in a nearly impen- 
etrable safe. “They take all the guns and 
put them in a very large vault at night. 
That would be almost impossible for 
people to break in, so I do not know what 
these guys think they are doing breaking 
the front door open. Once they got inside, 
they could not get in the safe anyway,” Lt. 
Crowson told ABC13. 
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Off-duty Cop 
Defends Elderly 
Parents From Intruder 


In another story out of Houston, MySan- 
Antonio.com reported on April 16 about 
a home intruder who unknowingly picked 
the house of an off-duty policeman. The 
officer works for the Houston Police De- 
partment and lives in a house in south 
Houston with his elderly parents and an 
elderly aunt. The off-duty cop was awak- 
ened shortly after midnight by the sounds 
of someone pounding on his front door. 
The officer grabbed his service weapon 
and went to investigate. He moved to the 
door but did not recognize the man pound- 
ing on the door. He ordered the stranger to 
leave. The cop even identified himself as 
a police officer, but the intruder refused to 
comply. The intruder then broke the glass 
window in the door and tried forcing his 
way into the house. The cop was left with 
no good option at that point other than to 
use deadly force to defend both himself 
and the elderly occupants of his home. The 
officer fired multiple shots at the suspect, 
hitting him in the chest. The cop immedi- 
ately called 911, and the injured suspect 
was transported to a nearby medical facil- 
ity, where he was treated for his gunshot 
wounds. He is expected to survive. The 
suspect should soon be charged with bur- 
glary of a habitation. 


Hatchet-wielding Robber 
Shot by Female Victim 


WSBTV.com reported on April 15 about 
a wild man who attacked a woman with a 
hatchet in Tuscon, Arizona. The terrifying 
ordeal unfolded when a woman walked 
to her car around 8:40 p.m. As she was 
about to enter her vehicle, a stranger ap- 
peared out of nowhere and demanded her 
car keys. The woman turned to see a wild- 
eyed man standing there with a hatchet 
in his hand. Fortunately, the woman was 
armed for self-defense and grabbed her 
handgun, which she pointed at the sus- 
pect. She yelled for the suspect to leave 
her alone, but the man refused to back 
down. When the man raised the hatchet 


“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
Sr 


over his head in an attempt to hack at the 
woman, she shot him. The man collapsed 
to the ground, where the woman held him 
at gunpoint until police arrived on the 
scene. The injured suspect was taken to a 
nearby hospital for treatment. Charges will 
be filed once he is released. 

This frightening story reminds us all 
about how firearms allow people to defend 
themselves who might otherwise fall vic- 
tim to a deadly predator. In this case, the 
man likely was physically stronger than 
the woman, and he would certainly have 
done her grave harm with his hatchet. The 
female victim likely would have suffered 
a grisly fate had she not been armed and 
prepared to defend herself. 


What You Can’t 
See Can Kill You 


A deadly shooting in Florida recently 
showed why a concealed handgun can be 
a citizen’s best weapon and a criminal’s 
worst nightmare. The Orange County 
Sheriff’s Office told WFTV.com on April 
23 that a 49-year-old man had to use deadly 
force to defend himself against a carjacker. 
The crime occurred around midnight near 
the Millenia area of Orlando when the 
suspect ran up to the victim’s car at an in- 
tersection. The victim was pulling into a 
New Texas Fried Chicken restaurant when 
the would-be carjacker opened his car 
door and began assaulting the driver. The 
whole crime happened relatively quickly, 
and the suspect violently beat on the driver 
in an attempt to pull him from the car. The 
victim reached down and grabbed a hand- 
gun that he had concealed on his body. 
He was able to get the gun out and fire 
a few shots at the criminal. The wounded 
suspect staggered back in pain before col- 
lapsing in the parking lot of the restaurant. 
The stunned driver called the police, who 
soon arrived on the scene and discovered 
the body of the suspect in the parking lot. 
The suspect was soon pronounced dead at 
the scene from the gunshot wounds. The 
investigation is ongoing, but police say 
that the driver of the car had a concealed- 
carry permit. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Want to Borrow More 
Housing Troubles? Been 
There, Done That. 


ITEM: The New York Times, in an April 15 
editorial entitled “A ‘Black Tax’ on Hous- 
ing,” maintained: “Minority communities 
that were ravaged by predatory lenders 
during the run-up to the recession have now 
been shut out of the credit market entirely 
because of tightened lending standards.” 

The editors went on to comment: “In 
a sensible world, the federal government 
would be suppressing predatory lending 
while beefing up programs that provide 
affordable home mortgages and refinanc- 
ing arrangements. Instead, the Trump ad- 
ministration and Congress are gearing up 
to gut federal fair lending protections and 
make it easier to hide emerging patterns 
of predatory financing.” 

“In the absence of federal leadership, 

mayors and governors will be left holding 
the bag when default and declining own- 
ership levels hollow out more communi- 
ties. So it is up to them to find and root 
out abuses in real estate lending and to 
close the racial gap in homeownership. 
They can expect no help from the Trump 
administration. ”’ 
ITEM: “Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development Ben Carson was grilled by 
Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren 
on Capitol Hill during a Senate Banking, 
Housing and Urban Affairs Committee 
hearing,” reported The Source magazine 
for March 23. The Massachusetts Democrat 
centered her criticism on the enforcement 
of a mandate that “directs communities 
receiving HUD block grants to complete a 
comprehensive Assessment of Fair Hous- 
ing.” Secretary Carson delayed this rule 
until October 31, 2020. She rejected his as- 
sertion that “the effective date was delayed 
due to the expenses that cities would be sub- 
ject to paying which Carson claims would 
be between $100,000 and $800,000.” 

She also condemned Carson's remarks 
in print in 2015 that “referred to this man- 
date as a ‘failed socialist experiment.’” 

Said Warren: “You said you would en- 
force these laws, you havent and I think 
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Government housing: Government intervention into housing markets has often caused horrific 
problems. The Cabrini Green housing projects in Chicago (shown) were known for their drug 


dealing and their violence. 


thats the scandal that should get you fired.” 
CORRECTION: There are plenty of prob- 
lems with public housing. Many of them 
are exacerbated by poor government poli- 
cies in the first place, rooted in the faulty 
premise that the federal government should 
be providing and subsidizing housing to 
begin with. The assorted proposed solu- 
tions — usually involving larger and more 
intrusive requirements, rules, and interven- 
tions — have tended to turn bad into worse. 

Consider “redlining.” This was a policy 
that dated to the New Deal, whereby sev- 
eral federal bureaucracies came up with 
color-coded maps of metropolitan areas 
— tools for appraisers to show areas con- 
sidered safe to insure mortgages. Heavily 
black neighborhoods were often colored 
red, representing areas that were deemed 
fiscally risky. 

Subsequently, when banks didn’t lend 
enough money in poorer or minority neigh- 
borhoods to please influential do-gooders, 
there were multiple political responses to 
press banks to give loans in those areas, in- 
cluding some retained to this day because 
the outcomes were deemed unsatisfactory. 
When government incentives lead banks to 
make risky loans, their chances of failure 
increase. The banks will either try to spread 
the risk to other financial institutions — 
such as what happened in the run-up to the 


bursting of the housing bubble, or charge 
more for loans in safe areas, penalizing 
people who did nothing wrong. 

Allowing markets to operate freely is 
anathema for interventionists. 

That was certainly the case under 
Obama’s HUD, as Ben Carson himself 
noted three years ago. Said Dr. Carson: 
The Obama administration’s then-new 
tules relied “on a tortured reading of the 
Fair Housing laws to empower” HUD “to 
‘affirmatively promote’ fair housing, even 
in the absence of explicit discrimination.” 

Carson, the current secretary of the De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, served for almost three decades as 
the director of pediatric neurosurgery at 
the Johns Hopkins Children’s Center and 
is the author of several books. He pulled 
himself up from a rough childhood to being 
selected (in 2000) a “living legend” of the 
Library of Congress. He has discussed what 
he acknowledged were “private and public 
housing policies such as redlining, restric- 
tive covenants, discriminatory steering by 
real estate agents and restricted access to 
private capital.” These actions were, in his 
words, “attempts at social engineering” that 
“exacerbated the suburban segregation in 
the 1970s and 80s.” 

Over the years, numerous efforts were 
directed at low-income housing, as politi- 
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cians decided they could do better by fiat 
than the economic laws ruling supply and 
demand. Among counterproductive ven- 
tures were urban renewal crusades and 
spates of public housing construction, fol- 
lowed by rehabilitation efforts and insti- 
tuting rent supplements. 

Over one period (1967-1971), accord- 
ing to an academic study, urban renewal 
was responsible for demolishing 538,000 
dwelling units, though building only 
201,000. Thus, the “fix” wound up with a 
net loss of more than 300,000. 

Another, more wide-ranging assess- 
ment, this by economist Robert Craswell 
in 1974, concluded that government pro- 
grams in this country had been responsible 
for the net destruction of more than one 
million housing units. 

These snags didn’t halt the govern- 
ment’s “anti-poverty” and “anti-discrim- 
ination” endeavors. The Community Re- 
investment Act (CRA) was supposed to 
stop lending discrimination in low-income 
neighborhoods. Predictably, it didn’t work 
as promised. The Wall Street Journal not 
long ago noted that the CRA 


was signed by President Jimmy 
Carter in 1977 to stop “redlining,” a 
practice where banks wouldn’t lend 


money in poorer or minority neigh- 
borhoods. Bank regulators during 
the Clinton administration added 
a uniform test as a way to measure 
compliance more objectively. The 
hope was that by encouraging banks 
to do business in lower-income areas, 
people living there would be able to 
get affordable loans. 


The government decided that it would de- 
termine which were the “poor” neighbor- 
hoods in need of help by banks and define 
the appropriate risk for lenders to assume. 
A 2008 paper by Michelle Minton of 
the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) 
concluded that the CRA in fact decreased 
access to credit for those living in low-in- 
come communities. Minton’s analysis was 
detailed, but she showed, inter alia, that 
the CRA increased costs for small lend- 
ers and increased the risks of the loans. It 
also drove off smaller institutions. And as 
commented by another CEI writer in May 
2017, the law has discouraged other lenders 
from replacing them — because low- and 
middle-income lending requirements make 
“closing, or moving branches difficult and 
more costly for lenders in those neighbor- 
hoods, thus adding another layer of risk.” 
The government’s designated “poor” 


Tearing into Trump’s nominee: Left-wing personages are often critical of Housing and Urban 
Development Secretary Ben Carson because his main focus isn’t on getting more funds for public 
housing. Rather, he has been focusing on increasing opportunities for people to get off welfare. 
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areas (for the purposes of the CRA) in- 
cluded many neighborhoods that were 
“among the wealthiest in the nation,” 
including Midtown Manhattan, the Wall 
Street Journal reported last year. 

“Government-engineered attempts to 
legislate racial equality,” as Ben Carson 
wrote in 2015, “create consequences that 
often make matters worse.” There are, 
Carson maintained, “reasonable ways to 
use housing policy to enhance the opportu- 
nities available to lower-income citizens, 
but based on the history of failed socialist 
experiments in this country, entrusting the 
government to get it right can prove down- 
right dangerous.” 

However, to this point in time, the latest 
HUD secretary has not made the waves that 
many conservatives hoped for (though he 
still draws the ire of the Left, in Congress 
and out, as well as the professional poverty- 
crats burrowed inside his agency). 

Vanessa Brown Calder, an analyst who 
has specialized in housing, welfare, and 
urban affairs with the Cato Institute and the 
Heritage Foundation, was hard-pressed to 
find major bright spots during Carson’s first 
year at HUD. Last summer, as she noted at 
NationalReview.com, the secretary “back- 
tracked on his fiercest criticism of HUD 
policy when he decided to keep the rule he 
called a ‘social-engineering scheme’ and 
‘reinterpret it.’ The rule in question (A ffir- 
matively Furthering Fair Housing) makes 
HUD an overseer of local demographic in- 
formation, with a special eye toward elimi- 
nating demographic segregation.” That 
rule, she wrote in January, seems to be 


only loosely based on the 50-year-old 
legislation (the Fair Housing Act) it 
purports to interpret, and is probably 
another example of a federal agency 
getting creative regarding ways to 
expand its mission. Congress should 
pass new legislation if it likes the rule. 
Either way, Carson’s updated plan to 
“reinterpret” the rule has meant noth- 
ing more than delaying a deadline for 
cities’ submitting information. 


For his part, Carson said his first year as 
secretary was focused on HUD changes to 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ MAY 21, 2018 


help recipients of government aid become 
more self-sufficient, deregulating wher- 
ever possible, and strengthening partner- 
ships with the private sector. 

Federal housing assistance is among 
those welfare areas affected by April’s 
executive order by the president, entitled 
“Reducing Poverty in America by Promot- 
ing Opportunity and Economic Mobility.” 
The order instructed federal agencies to 
add or strengthen their work requirements 
for “any program that provides means- 
tested assistance or other assistance that 
provides benefits to people, households or 
families that have low incomes.” 

President Trump made a compelling 
case for expanding work requirements for 
those receiving aid, saying, “Many of the 
programs designed to help families have 
instead delayed economic independence, 
perpetuated poverty, and weakened fam- 
ily bonds.” 

The usual suspects — knee-jerk anti- 
Trumpists — insist that it is cruel to ask 
recipients of taxpayer assistance to work 
for benefits. 

Housing assistance is but a part of 
the huge “war on poverty.” Washington 
spends federal dollars to run at least 89 
means-tested aid programs. Federal, state, 
and local governments spent $1.1 trillion 
on such aid in fiscal 2016. To put this into 
perspective, one recent Heritage Founda- 
tion report calculated that between 1965 
and 2016, overall means-tested welfare 
spending by federal and state govern- 
ments “cost taxpayers roughly $27.8 tril- 
lion in constant 2016 dollars. By contrast, 
the cost to the U.S. government for all 
military wars from the American Revo- 
lution to the present is $8 trillion in FY 
2016 dollars.” 

Keep in mind that the government’s 
housing policies affect more than low- 
income Americans. We saw that (at least 
those looking with clear eyes) when the 
housing bubble burst and led to the finan- 
cial crisis of 2008 and the great recession. 

It was not for a lack of regulations that 
we had a financial crisis — one of the 
points made in detail by Peter Wallison of 
the American Enterprise Institute, among 
other analysts. Wallison pointed the finger 
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Luxury lockup: This locked gate guards what was supposed to be a luxury townhouse 
development in Florida before the housing bubble popped in 2008. The housing bubble inflated in 
the first place because the government pushed banks to loan to high-risk individuals below cost. 


directly at the government’s housing poli- 
cies, including those setting “Affordable 
Housing Goals.” Those goals required the 
Federal National Mortgage Association 
(Fannie Mae) and Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage Corporation (Freddie Mac) — 
U.S. government-sponsored enterprises — 
to meet annual quotas of low- and moder- 
ate-income mortgages when they bought 
mortgages from banks. 

In a paper in October 2017, Wallison 
summarized the sequence, noting that by 
2008, just before the financial crisis, “more 
than a majority of all mortgages in the U.S. 
financial system were subprime, required 
low or no down payment, or were other- 
wise risky. Of those loans, 76 percent were 
on the books of government agencies, prin- 
cipally Fannie and Freddie.” It was the U.S. 
government “that created the demand for 
these mortgages.” He continued: 


[In 2007 and 2008], when home prices 
had gotten so high that no amount of 
concessionary lending could get bor- 
rowers to take on the loans, the bub- 
ble’s growth flattened and began to 
decline.... 

A deluge of defaulted mortgages 
hit the financial system, buyers of 
mortgages and mortgage-backed se- 
curities that were not guaranteed by 


the government disappeared, and fi- 
nancial firms that had bought these 
mortgages or the mortgage-backed 
securities were left holding the bag. 

Fannie and Freddie became in- 
solvent, were taken over by the gov- 
ernment, and were bailed out by the 
taxpayers for $187 billion. The out- 
come was a financial crisis in 2008 
and a deep recession that ended in 
June 2009. 


That of course was not the explanation 
given by the Obama administration and its 
progressive friends then holding sway in 
Congress. They blamed all on insufficient 
regulation of the private financial sector. 

Meanwhile, far too many elected lead- 
ers still seek to buy political support by in- 
terfering in the issuance of housing loans 
in the marketplace. 

The danger, as Peter Wallison has com- 
mented, is “that as long as the public fails 
to recognize that the government’s hous- 
ing policies — and not lack of regulation 
— caused the financial crisis, we will con- 
tinue the same policies that brought on the 
financial crisis” about a decade ago. 

Will we learn from our errant past? 
Well, experience may be the best teacher, 
but, sadly, we tend to be poor pupils. Hl 

— WILLIAM P. HoAR 
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BY WILLIAM F. JASPER 


“A Murderer ls Less to Be Feared” 


torical novelist Taylor 

Caldwell published her 
great work on Marcus Tul- 
lius Cicero, A Pillar of Iron. 
A central focus of her me- 
ticulously researched study 
was Cicero’s political combat 
with, and triumph over, the 
treasonous conspiracy led by 
Roman Senator Lucius Sergi- 
us Catilina, known in English 
as Catiline. While Rome’s 
wealthiest and ablest citizens 
timidly evaded their duties 
to defend the commonweal 
against the impending mortal 
danger, Cicero, the incompa- 
rable rhetoretician, aided by 
Cato the Younger, dauntlessly exposed and opposed the Catiline 
conspiracy, which had penetrated all levels of the government. 
Prominent senators and aristocrats in the conspiracy included 
Lentulus, Cethegus, Longinus, and Paetus. 

“A nation can survive its fools and even the ambitious, but it 
cannot survive treason from within,” Caldwell records Cicero 
declaiming before the Senate, in A Pillar of Iron. “An enemy at 
the gates is less formidable, for he is known and he carries his 
banners openly against the city. But the traitor moves among 
those within the gates freely, his sly whispers rustling through 
all alleys, heard in the very halls of government itself. For the 
traitor appears no traitor; he speaks in the accents familiar to 
his victim, and he wears their face and their garments and he 
appeals to the baseness that lies deep in the hearts of all men.” 

Cicero called out Catiline and his prominent co-conspirators 
for precisely what they were: traitors, subversives, infectious 
corrupters, a “plague” — worse even than murderers. The trai- 
tor, said Cicero, “rots the soul of a nation; he works secretly 
and unknown in the night to undermine the pillars of a city; he 
infects the body politic so that it can no longer resist. A murderer 
is less to be feared. The traitor is the plague.” (Emphasis added.) 

A Catilinarian plague, of which Cicero warned, is now upon us! 
The conspiracy we face, however, is larger, more powerful, more 
sophisticated, more deadly, and more deeply laid than that faced 
by Cicero, Cato, and their fellow Romans. This conspiracy did 
not spring up overnight. It did not begin last year, in opposition 
to President Trump, although its virulent opposition to President 
Trump has made its existence and operations much more vis- 
ibly obvious. No, the “Deep State” conspiracy of which we speak 
goes back many decades, long before the term “Deep State” was 
coined to signify the shadowy, self-perpetuating cabal that consti- 
tutes the permanent ruling class in the bowels of our government. 

Taylor Caldwell was well aware of this conspiracy, which 


I n 1965, best-selling his- 


*" Cicero 
denounces Catiline 
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she described as “Force X” in 
a 1963 article by that title for 
American Opinion, the prede- 
cessor magazine of THE NEw 
AMERICAN. This was during 
the height of the Cold War, 
when Nikita Khrushchev, 
Mao Tse-tung, Fidel Castro, 
and many other communist 
dictators were spreading hate, 
death, destruction, terror, and 
totalitarian misery across 
the entire planet. However, 
Caldwell recognized that, as 
with Catiline’s conspiracy in 
Cicero’s time, the strength 
of the communist conspiracy 
came largely from the secret 
assistance it could count on 
from highly placed individuals in American society and in the 
U.S. government, particularly in the large tax-exempt founda- 
tions, the news media, the State Department, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency. These and other critical instruments of 
governance and propaganda had been gradually taken over by 
the organized globalists, more commonly known in that era as 
“one-worlders,” advocates of world government, which they 
commonly refer to as their “new world order.” The organization 
that served as the chief front for the one-world coterie, and that 
effected many of its designs, was (and is) the Council on Foreign 
Relations, which Caldwell exposed in her 1972 novel Captains 
and the Kings under the fictional names of the Committee for 
Foreign Studies and the Scardo Society. 

Over the past year, we have witnessed an incredible stream 
of Catilinarian traitors engaging in an ever more brazen and 
transparent conspiracy against the rule of law and our entire 
moral and constitutional order. The unprecedented attacks by the 
globalists’ minions heading our intelligence agencies against the 
elected president, Donald Trump, are breathtakingly audacious. 
Never before has this nation seen the heads of the Department of 
Justice, CIA, FBI, NSA, and other apparatuses of the “Force X” 
surveillance state engage in such open, blatant warfare against 
the nation they claim to serve. After being kicked out of their 
Deep State perches, John Brennan, James Clapper, and dozens 
of their “Intelligence Community” confederates have been re- 
warded with lucrative posts as “expert” commentators at CNN, 
NBC, CBS, and other controlled media platforms, from which 
they are continuing their treasonous attacks. 

“In heaven’s name, men,” Cato appealed to his fellow Ro- 
mans, “wake up while there is still time and lend a hand to de- 
fend the Republic. It is ... our liberty and lives that are at stake.” 
Cato’s urgent appeal rings down through the ages to our present 
day. We dare not fail to respond. 
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Foundations: Their Power and Influence 
Renee A. Wormser examines some of America’s most powerful tax-exempt 
foundations: their actions, as opposed to their stated purposes; the 
interlocking groups of men who run them; and their influence on the 
country at large. First published in 1958. (1993ed, 412pp, pb, $19.95; 
2+/$12.95ea) BKFPI 


Dollars & Sense 

Dollars & $ense, by John E McManus, is an excellent tool for teaching 
Americans about the nature of money and how to solve inflation. Given the 
current economic crisis, it is a must-see! 

Sleeved DVD (2008, 48min, 1-10/$1.00ea; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80¢ea; 
50-99/$0.75ea; 100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) DVDDAS 

Cased DVD (2008, 48min, 1-9/$5.95ea; 10-24/$4.95ea; 25-49/$3.95ea; 
50-99/$2.95ea; 100-249/$2.25ea; 250+/$1.75ea) DVDDASC 

Audio CD (2008, 42min, 1-10/$1.00ea; 11-20/$.90ea; 21-49/$.80ea; 
5-99/$.75ea; 100-999/$.70ea; 1000+/$.64ea) CDDAS 

Booklet (2009, 40pp, pb, 1-9/$2.95ea; 10-24/$2.00ea; 25-49/$1.50ea; 
50-99/$1.00ea; 100+/$0.75ea) BKLTDAS 


The Law 

Frédéric Bastiat, in his classic exposé of socialism and communism 
as “lawful plunder,’ explains the fundamental principles involved in 
determining the proper scope of government. It explains socialist fallacies. 
(2016ed, 74pp, pb, 1-9/$4.95ea; 10+/$3.95ea) BKL 
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The Shadows of Power 

Author James Perloff exposes the subversive roots and global 
designs of the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). Passed off 
as a think-tank, this group is the “power behind the throne,’ 
with hundreds of top government officials drawn from its 
ranks. The book traces CFR activity from the Wilson to Reagan 
administrations. (2015ed, 273pp, pb, 1-9/$10.95ea; 10-24/$9.00ea; 
25-43/$7.50ea; 44+/$6.45ea) BKSOP 


Man, Freedom, & Government 

An enhanced remake of Ezra Taft Benson’s 1968 filmstrip classic, 
this DVD provides a roadmap for restoring our freedoms and 
rights. 

Sleeved DVD (2005, 24min, 1-10/$1.00ea; 11-20/$0.90ea; 
21-49/$0.80ea; 50-99/$0.75ea; 100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) 
DVDMFGPS 

Cased DVD (2005, 24min, 1-9/$5.95ea; 10-24/$4.95ea; 25-49/$3.95ea; 
50-99/$2.95ea; 100-249/$2.25ea/ 250+/$1.75ea) DVDMFG 


The Creature From Jekyll Island«. 
Edward Griffin unmasks the secrets behind the manipulation 
of our nation’s money supply by providing an insider’s look at 
how the Federal Reserve came into being and how it controls 
the value of the dollar. (2010, 5th ed, 608pp, pb, 1-11/$22.95ea; 
12+/$21.45ea) BKCFJI 
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We Need Your Help to Expose the Deep State! 
Alex Newman does a masterful job of exposing major forces within and behind the 
Deep State in just a handful of articles. Help educate others, so they can see today’s 
machinations of the Deep State that threatens to derail not only President Trump’s 
agenda, but limited government altogether! 


Order extra copies of the magazine or get it as a Kindle e-book! 


VISIT ShopJBS.org for extra VISIT www.JBS.org/amazonkindle 


copies or call 1-800-342-6491! to order your Deep State e-book! 


